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First  the  good  news 


Sales  share  of  Horizon  contraceptive 
sheaths  through  chemists  increased  by 
20%  in  the  last  measurement  period. 
Which  is  good  news  for  you. 


And  good  news  for  us. 
But,  let's  be  honest,  that  sort  of 
dramatic  growth  has  stretched  our 
sales  force  service  to  you. 


And  then 
the  very  good  news 


So  the  very  good  news  is  that 
we've  widened  our  Horizons -to  make  sure 
our  sales  force  service  matches  your 
increasing  demands. 

It  means  better  service,  better 
support  behind  the  fast-growing  range 
in  a  £15  million  market -Horizon. 


The  Horizon  range  will  be 
distributed  by  the  specialist 
chemist  sales  force  of 
Chef  aro  Proprietaries  Ltd. 

Talk  to  your  Chef  aro  representative  • 
or  call  Chef  aro  on  01-542  3402. 


35 


Conture  With  Horizon's  unique 
anatomically-correct  shaping  and 
exclusive  'natural'  SK70  lubricant. 
To-day,  one  of  the  biggest  selling 
contraceptive  products  worldwide. 


Tahiti  The  coloured  sheath  (in  five 
exciting  colours)  that  already  leads  its 
sector  of  the  UK  market.  Featuring,  of 
course.  Horizon's  anatomically-correct 
shaping  and  exclusive  lubricant. 


Stimula  Adds  subtle,  gentle  ribbing  to 
Horizon's  anatomically-correct  shaping 
and  exclusive  lubricant.  Stimula  is  the 
sheath  designed  for  both  partners- 
and  is  clear  leader  in  its  market  sector. 


Selling  the  contraceptive  sheath  is  a  socially  important  service. 
Horizon  plus  Chef  aro  help  you  to  offer  a  better  service  -  more  profitably. 

HORIZON  ffiSr  Chefaro 


Horizon,  Conture, Tahiti  and  Stimula  are  trade  marks  of  Aku/ell,  a  division  of  G.D.  Searle  and  Co.  Ltd. 
Distributed  by  Chefaro  Proprietaries  Ltd.,  Crown  House,  Morden,  Surrey.  Tel:  01-542  3402. 
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Comment 


A  palliative 


Those  contractors  hoping  for  substantial  Christmas  gifts  from 
the  Department  of  Health  following  this  week's  meeting 
between  Mr  David  Ennals,  Secretary  for  Social  Services, 
and  the  Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating  Committee, 
are  likely  to  be  disappointed. 

Despite  the  fact  that  over  150  MPs  are  urging  the 
Government  to  make  available  more  money  for  community 
pharmacies — an  issue  which  currently  has  more  support 
than  any  other  "early  day'  motion  standing— Mr  Ennals  has 
remained  insistent  that  he  can  provide  no  more  than  the  £5 
million  offered  earlier  this  year  (see  p880). 

The  outcome  of  this  latest  meeting  can  be  seen  as  a 
considerable  help  for  the  smaller  pharmacies  but  it  offers  no 
consolation  to  the  larger  ones,  nor  indeed  any  long  term 
solutions  to  pharmacy  s  problems  as  a  whole.  A  differential 
on-cost  scheme  has  been  agreed  which  favours  pharmacies 
in  groups  1  and  2,  some  of  whose  on-cost  rates  will  rise 
from  the  flat-rate  10.5  per  cent  to  as  much  as  22  per  cent. 

The  Department  of  Health  estimates  that  under  the  new 
system  of  payment,  the  total  National  Health  Service 
receipts  of  a  contractor  dispensing  17.000  prescriptions  a 
year  (the  average  in  group  2)  will  go  up  by  about  £1,700  in 
1978. 

The  Government  is  providing  £5  million  to  help  the 
transition,  as  proposed  in  July,  but  the  larger  pharmacies  will 
still  have  to  contribute  about  £2  million  to  the  scheme.  Mr 
Bob  Worby.  PSNC  chairman,  estimates  that  hundreds  of 
pharmacies  will  still  make  a  loss  on  their  NHS  work  and 
thousands  more  will  remain  inadequately  remunerated. 

The  present  offer  can  therefore  be  regarded  only  as  a 
palliative. 

Minor  concessions  are  that  the  £5  million  is  promised 
during  1978  instead  of  over  two  years  as  originally  offered 
and.  to  give  the  larger  pharmacies  time  to  adjust,  the  new 
scheme  will  be  introduced  in  three  stages  over  a  period  of 
six  months  starting  on  January  1.  1978.  or  backdated  from 
December  1,  1977,  "if  administratively  possible." 

Sadly,  there  is  no  sign  at  all  of  an  improvement  in  the 
return  on  capital  employed,  for  which  it  looks  as  though  the 
PSNC  is  moving  towards  arbitration. 

The  conference  of  Local  Pharmaceutical  Committee 
representatives  in  October  voted  in  favour  of  a  differential 
on-cost  but  against  Mr  Ennal  s  proposals  as  they  stood. 
Many  of  the  larger  contractors  wanted  to  delay  the  full  brunt 
of  the  £2  million  reduction  to  offset  cash  flow  problems, 
resenting  the  way  they  were  being  called  upon  to  finance  a 
service  which  should  be  supported  by  public  funds.  They  are 
still  likely  to  feel  disgruntled  at  this  latest  agreement. 

Pharmacy  has  put  its  own  house  in  order  by  moving 
towards  restoring  the  imbalance  between  large  and  small 
contractors.  It  is  now  up  to  the  Government  to  provide 
sufficient  new  money  to  restore  the  imbalance  completely. 
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Differential  on-cost 
starts  in  January 


A  differential  on-cost  scheme  has  been 
agreed  following  a  lengthy  meeting  on 
Monday  between  Pharmaceutical  Ser- 
vices Negotiating  Committee  rep- 
resentatives and  Mr  Das  id  Ennals,  Sec- 
retary for  Social  Services.  The  overall 
effect  will  be  to  raise  the  average  on-cost 
from  10.5  per  cent  to  1  1.32  per  cent  in 
three  stages  next  year. 

The  new  scale  of  payment  would  give 
the  entire  f  5m  ottered  by  the  Department 
oi  Health  to  smaller  pharmacies  and 
would  divert  an  extra  £2m  from  the  larger 
pharmacies  to  help.  PSNC  was  to  write  to 
Mr  Ennals  shortly  after  the  meeting,  set- 
ting out  the  grounds  on  which  arbitration 
might  be  sought  over  its  claim  for  an 
increased  profit  margin. 

The  following  points  were  agreed: 

1.  A  differential  on-cost  scale  will  be 
introduced  based  on  the  group  average 
f  igures  shown  in  the  table  and  will  apply  to 
prescriptions  dispensed  on  or  after  the 
dates  indicated.  It  administratively  poss- 
ible, the  introduction  of  the  scale  will  be 
advanced  from  January  1,  1978,  to 
December  I,  1977. 

2.  The  Secretary  of  State  will  consider  a 
further  approach  updating  the  basis  of 
PSNC's  claim  for  an  increased  profit  mar- 
gin and  setting  out  the  grounds  on  which 
they  would  wish  to  seek  arbitration. 

3.  PSNC  and  the  Department  will 
examine  jointly  the  problems  involved  in 
the  introduction  of  an  additional  phar- 
macist allowance  with  particular  reference 
to  the  agreement  of  satisfactory  adminis- 
trative arrangements 

Mr  Bob  Worby,  PSNC  chairman,  said 
after  the  meeting  that  Mr  Ennals'  attitude 
towards  the  underfunding  oi  the  phar- 
maceutical service  remained  totally 
unsatisfactory.  Despite  the  £5m  offer, 
pharmacy  would  by  the  end  of  1978  have 
received  some  £12m  less  than  its  due  had 
the  Secretary  not  revised  the  base  upon 
which  capital  return  is  calculated. 

"This  represents  a  reduction  of  over 


£1,000  for  the  average  pharmacy,"  he 
said.  The  latest  offer  was  a  palliative 
measure  that  would  not  solve  pharmacy's 
long  term  problems.  ■'The  PSNC's 
negotiators  are  angry  that  whilst  other 
government  contractors  have  seen  then 
return  on  capital  rise  from  14  per  cent  to 
20  per  cent  over  the  last  three  years  there 
has  been  an  effective  fall  in  return  for 
ph  armacy." 

'Early  day'  signatures 
still  growing 

The  Parliamentary  "early  day"  motion 
seeking  more  funds  for  community  phar- 
macies had  been  signed  by  161  MPs  as 
C&D  went  to  press  this  week  and  is 
expected  to  remain  over  the  Christmas 
recess.  The  amendment  tabled  by  Mr 
Laurie  Pavitt  (last  week  p860)  had  been 
signed  by  five  MPs. 

Pharmacists  could  do  more 
in  family  planning 

The  Family  Planning  Association  thinks 
that  pharmacists  should  be  encouraged  to 
play  a  more  definite  role  in  giving  infor- 
mation about  family  planning  facilities.  In 
its  evidence  to  the  Royal  Commission  on 
the  National  Health  Service  the  FPA  says 
that  pharmacists  could  display  local  clinic 
addresses  and  times  and  addresses  of  local 
GPs  who  offer  a  contraceptive  service. 
The  public  should  then  be  informed  that 
pharmacists  give  this  information. 

The  FPA  also  suggests  that  pharmacies 
display  leaflets  on  family  planning  and 
related  topics,  possibly  setting  aside  an 
area  of  shop  or  counter  space  tor  con- 
traceptives available  over  the  counter, 
with  other  information.  II  pharmacists 
eventually  supply  oral  contraceptives 
without  prescription  and  by  doing  so, 
monitor  the  health  ol  women  supplied, 
then  the  FPA  thinks  there  is  much  scope 
for  the  pharmacist  in  the  future. 


Effect  of  new  differential  on-cost  scheme 


Group 

Annual 
prescriptions 

Approximate 
number  of 
pharmacies 

On-cost  (%) 
January  1,  1978 
April  1,  1978 
July  1,  1978 


1  2  3  4  5  6 

1-10,999  11,000-  22,000-  33,000-  44,000-61,000  + 
21,999    32,999    43,999  60,999 


500     2,250     2,500      1,700  1,350 


18  15 
20  16 
22  17 


11.5 

12 

12 


11 
11 
1 1 


10.4 
10.2 
10 


950 

10.2 
9.4 
9 


Mr  Frank  Meaby,  G.  G.  Thomas  Chemists. 
Bognor  Regis,  being  congratulated  by  Mr 
Richard  Pavey,  Farley  Health  Products 
representative,  as  southern  area  winner  of 
the  recent  Complan  Unichem  fat/thin 
competition.  The  Northern  area  winner  was 
Mr  Eric  Waterhouse,  B  W.  Mellors 
Chemists,  Derbyshire.  The  winners  had  a 
choice  of  a  gourmet  or  a  health  farm  hohda' 

Small  independents 
gain  ground 

Small  independents  showed  greater  tui 
nover  increases  (dispensing  and  countei 
during  the  September-October  perio 
than  either  multiple  and  Co-operative 
(excluding  Boots)  or  large  independent: 
according  to  the  latest  Retailer  Balletu 
from  A.  C.  Nielsen  Co  Ltd. 

Average  weekly  cash  takings  increasei 
by  10  per  cent  to  £324  for  small  inde 
pendents  on  the  same  period  last  yeai 
Large  independents  gained  8  per  cen 
(£800)  and  multiples  and  Co-ops  7  pe 
cent  (£828).  Average  NHS  cash  receipt 
rose  by  28  per  cent  (to  £631)  for  smal 
independents,  26  per  cent  (£1,305)  fo 
large  independents  and  24  percent  (£913 
for  multiples  and  Co-ops.  The  total  sterl 
ing  volume  rose  from  £f 36,201,000  ii 
1976  to  £161. 060, 000  during  the  perioc 
and  was  shared  as  28.4  per  cent  by  smal 
independents  (28.2  per  cent  in  1976),  51 
per  cent  by  large  independents  (57.9  pe 
cent)  and  13.6  per  cent  by  multiples  anc 
Co-ops  (13.9  per  cent) — a  gain  for  th< 
independents  at  the  expense  of  multiple; 
and  Co-ops. 

NHS  dispensing  expressed  as  a  prop 
ortion  of  total  turnover  maintained  its  rise 
on  the  previous  year.  For  small  inde- 
pendents it  accounted  for  59.2  per  cent  o 
turnover  (56  per  cent  in  1976),  for  large 
independents  61.3  per  cent  (57.6  pei 
cent)  and  for  multiples  and  Co-ops  50.7 
per  cent  (47  per  cent). 

Prescription  numbers  also  increased 
Small  independents  dispensed  1,321  dur- 
ing August  and  1,374  during  Septembei 
(1,272  and  1,348  in  1976).  Large  inde- 
pendents dispensed  2,768  in  August  and 
2,964  in  September  (2,636  and  2,874) 
and  multiples  and  Co-ops  dispensed  1,947 
and  2,082  (1,853  and  2,029). 
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Overseas  delivery 
speeded  up 

From  January  1 978,  overseas  copies  of 
Chemist  &  Druggist  will  be  despatched 
by  Accelerated  Surface  Post  (air  mail 
in  bulk  to  the  appropriate  country  for 
distribution  internally  by  normal 
printed  paper  service).  The  overseas 
subscription  from  January  L,  1 97H.  will 
be  £28. 


Views  sought 
on  Clothier 
proposals 

Pharmacists  are  to  be  asked  their  views  on 
the  Clothier  Committee's  recom- 
mendations on  rural  dispensing,  published 
last  week  {C&D.  p856).  Meanwhile  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  and  Phar- 
maceutical Services  Negotiating  Com- 
mittee are  approaching  the  British  Med- 
ical Association  with  a  view  to  extending 
the  "standstill"  for  a  further  six  months 
from  April  1978.  when  the  present 
agreement  ends. 

The  Society  is  asking  the  branches  and 
regional  committees  to  submit  their  com- 
ments by  March  10,  197S.  Council  will 
then  consider  the  report  and  comments  at 
its  meeting  on  April  5.  The  PSNC  is  asking 
Local  Pharmaceutical  Committees  to  for- 
ward their  comments  by  March  31. 

Mr  C.  M.  Clothier,  chairman  ot  the 
Clothier  Committee,  told  a  Press  con- 
ference last  week  that  it  was  now  up  to  the 
professions  involved  to  decide  whether  to 
seek  the  legislation  necessary  to  imple- 
ment the  report's  recommendations.  As 
consultations  would  extend  well  into  next 
year  and  legislation  would  take  at  least  six 
months  after  that,  he  said  it  was  likely  that 
the  "gentleman's  agreement"  would  have 
to  be  extended  after  April  10.  The 
Clothier  Committee,  however,  wished  to 
be  relieved  of  its  duties  by  then  as  mem- 
bers had  "exhausted  their  ingenuities," 
but  he  hoped  the  professions  would  col- 


laborate to  prolong  the  "standstill"  as 
long  as  necessary. 

Dr  Michael  Wilson,  chairman,  rural 
practices  subcommittee.  General  Medical 
Services  Committee,  said  that  dispensing 
doctors  would  be  consulted  before  the 
GMSC  decided  whether  to  accept  the 
proposals.  The  GMSC  was  to  meet  on 
December  1 5,  after  C&D  went  to  press,  to 
discuss  the  "standstill"  extension. 

PSNC  has  issued  a  statement  regretting 
that  the  report  did  not  provide  for  all  dis- 
pensing to  be  carried  out  by  pharmacists 
but  welcoming  the  proposal  to  form  a 
National  Joint  Committee  as  a  step  for- 
ward for  both  professions.  The  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association  said,  "whilst 
we  would  have  liked  to  have  seen  a  com- 
plete end  to  doctor  dispensing  we  wel- 
come the  report  on  behalf  of  those  of  our 
members  who,  subject  to  the  necessary 
legislation  being  enacted,  will  now  be  pro- 
tected from  sudden  and  damaging  incur- 
sions by  dispensing  doctors." 

Lincolnshire  LPC  welcomed  the  report 
at  its  meeting  on  Tuesday  and  urged 
Council  and  PSNC  to  seek  early 
implementation  of  its  recommendations. 

Eire  joins  Pharmaceutical 
Inspection  Convention 

Eire  has  joined  the  Pharmaceutical 
Inspection  Convention,  which  is  already 
in  force  between  eleven  European  coun- 
tries, as  follows:  Austria.  Denmark.  Fin- 
land, Hungary.  Iceland.  Liechtenstein, 
Norway,  Portugal.  Sweden,  Switzerland 
and  the  UK.  The  Convention,  which  has 
been  in  force  since  1971.  applies  to 
pharmaceutical  products  intended  tor 
human  use  which  are  subject  to  control 
by  health  legislation. 

A  prerequisite  is  that  each  of  the  con- 
tracting states  should  have  a  system  ot 
inspection  control  to  ensure  that  phar- 
maceutical   products  manufactured 


within  its  territory  are  produced  to 
appropriate  standards.  The  Convention 
provides  that  the  contracting  states  will 
exchange  such  information  as  is  neces- 
sary for  the  health  authority  in  an 
importing  country  to  be  able  to  rec- 
ognise inspections  carried  out  in  the 
country  of  manufacture  as  equivalent  to 
its  own.  Copies  of  the  Convention  are 
available  from  the  EFTA  Secretariat, 
9  rue  de  Varembe,  CH-121  1  Geneva  20. 

Flu  vaccination  reduces 
lost  working  days 

A  saving  of  120,000  working  days  each 
winter  could  be  expected  by  offering 
influenza  vaccination  to  all  400,000  Post 
Office  employees  suggests  Dr  Peter  Tay- 
lor. Post  Office  chief  medical  officer. 
Commenting  on  a  trial  carried  out  by  the 
Post  Office  and  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  in  which  60,000 
workers  were  offered  vaccination  each 
year  between  1971  and  1975.  Dr  Taylor 
says  the  results  were  "surprisingly  con- 
clusive". Even  though  there  was  no  big 
epidemic  during  those  years,  cost  benefits 
were  still  shown. 

The  trial  compared  200  pairs  of  offices; 
one  of  the  pair  being  offered  vaccination 
and  the  other  acting  as  control.  The  trial  is 
claimed  to  be  more  conclusive  than  pre- 
vious studies  because  they  have  compared 
sickness  absence  of  those  accepting  vac- 
cination with  those  who  have  refused  it. 
However,  it  has  been  shown  that  people 
who  volunteer  tor  vaccination  have  a 
lower  rate  of  sickness  absence  than  those 
who  do  not  even  when  influenza  is  not 
prevalent. 

Clonidine  'not  the  first 
choice'  for  hypertension 

Clonidine  is  an  effective  antihv pertensive 
drug  but  the  rebound  hypertension  which 
mav  occur  when  the  drug  is  stopped 
abruptly  makes  it  difficult  and  dangerous 
to  use.  says  a  recent  Drug  and  Therapeu- 
tics Bulletin.  Unless  the  patient  is  fully 
compliant  with  the  therapy  and  knows  the 
risk  of  stopping  the  drug,  it  seems  unwise, 
says  the  bulletin  to  start  any  patient  on  the 
drug.  Even  these  patients  are  at  risk  from 
intercurrent  illness  or  accident  which  may 
prevent  their  taking  the  drug  or  telling 
others  of  their  need.  The  bulletin  says  in 
view  of  these  risks,  clonidine  cannot  be 
recommended  as  a  drug  of  first  choice  for 
treating  hypertension. 


Contact  lens  solutions  weaken  on  storage 


Chlorbutol  and  thiomersal,  used  as  pre- 
servatives in  contact  lens  solutions,  may 
be  sorbed  by  polyethylene  and  poly- 
propvlene  containers,  leading  to  an  almost 
complete  loss  of  preservative  on  storage. 
In  this  month's  Journal  of  Pharmacy  and 
Pharmacology  a  group  of  workers  from 
Bath  University  published  results  of  stor- 
age tests  carried  out  an  commercially 
available  and  laboratory  solutions. 

A  commercially  available  solution  con- 
taining benzalkonium  chloride,  packaged 
in  a  polypropylene  bottle,  did  not  lose 
any  significant  amount  of  preservative 
over  six-months  whereas  one  packaged  in 
a  low-density  polyethylene  bottle  showed 
a  small  initial  loss.  This  suggested  that 
benzalkonium  chloride  interacts  with  the 
plastic  containers  by  surface  adsorption. 

Laboratory  solutions  of  chlorhexidine 
gluconate  show  similar  loss  curves  to  ben- 
zalkonium chloride  but  two  commercially 


available  preparations  showed  continuous 
rapid  loss  of  preservative,  possibly  due  to 
the  alkalinity  of  the  solutions  as  chlorhex- 
idine is  unstable  at  alkaline  pH. 

Assays  on  the  commercially  available 
solutions  at  the  time  of  purchase  showed 
that  only  two  solutions  containing  thiom- 
ersal vvefe  within  the  acceptable  limits  of 
90-110  per  cent  of  declared  preservative 
concentration,  eight  were  between  50  and 
90  per  cent,  four  below  50  per  cent  and  in 
two  no  thiomersal  could  be  detected. 
Three  of  five  solutions  containing  chlor- 
butol were  below  90  per  cent:  of  six  sol- 
utions containing  chlorhexidine  gluconate 
one  had  18  per  cent  and  another  had  38 
per  cent  preservative  present.  However 
11  of  the  solutions  containing  ben- 
kalkonium  were  within  10  per  cent  of 
stated  content  although  two  contained 
excessiv  e  amounts  of  the  compound  (130 
and  150  per  cent). 
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New  Statement  on  Professional  Conduct 
for  each  branch  of  pharmacy 


The  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  to  revise 
the  Statement  upon  Matters  of  Pro- 
fessional Conduct.  At  this  month's  meet- 
ing Council  agreed  that  the  statement 
should  comprise  separate  sections  relev- 
ant to  hospital,  industry  and  general  prac- 
tice and,  in  addition,  a  general  section 
applicable  to  all  pharmacists. 

The  meeting  on  the  Statement's  impli- 
cations, to  have  been  held  on  December 
14  with  commercially  interested  parties, 
was  postponed  because  the  Statutoty 
Committee  in  the  meantime  had  held  an 
inquiry  concerning  the  use  by  Boots  the 
Chemists  Ltd  of  a  restricted  title.  The 
judgment  is  not  to  be  delivered  until  Feb- 
ruary (C&D,  last  week,  p868). 

Private  fees  scale  revision 

The  present  scale  of  fees  for  pricing  pri- 
vate prescriptions  and  counter  prescribed 
preparations  is  to  be  redrafted  for  con- 
sideration by  the  general  practice  sub- 
committee before  the  Society  makes  any 
approach  to  the  Price  Commission  to 
increase  the  fees. 

Concern  had  been  expressed  at  the  last 
branch  secretaries'  meeting,  that,  under 
recent  legislation,  general  practice  phar- 
macies employing  a  preregistration 
graduate  might  be  required  to  continue 
the  employment  after  the  period  of  pre- 
registration. Council  recommended  pros- 
pective employers  to  stipulate  in  the  con- 
tract employment  was  for  one  year  only. 

The  Society  is  to  submit  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Safety  of  Medicines  a  scheme 
for  pharmacists'  participation  in  the 
monitoring  of  adverse  drug  reactions.  The 
scheme  would  involve  the  pharmacist 
reporting  information  volunteered  by  a 
patient  or  noted  from  observations  of  his 
behaviour  and  purchases  ot  over- 
the-counter  products. 

The  general  practice  subcommittee 
noted  that  the  GMSC  was  considering  the 
formation  of  a  working  party  to  discuss  the 
recommending  by  pharmacists  of  pro- 
ducts for  the  symptomatic  relief  of  minor 
ailments.  Council  agreed  that  if  such  a 
working  party  were  set  up,  the  Society 
should  participate. 

The  Department  of  Health  is  to  be 
informed  of  the  committee's  "certain 
expectation"  that  at  least  one  pharmacist 
should  be  appointed  to  serve  on  the  NHS 
"supply  board",  should  one  be  instituted. 
The  Department  will  also  be  told  again  of 
the  Society's  concern  that  there  is  no 
pharmacist  on  the  working  group. 

The  Society  is  to  suggest  to  the  General 


Dental  Council  a  meeting  to  discuss  ways 
of  co-operating  in  an  endeavour  to  pro- 
mote dental  hygiene.  Also  the  Science 
Committee  is  to  consider  the  training 
necessary  for  pharmacists  to  become 
competent  to  prescribe  oral  con- 
traceptives, as  suggested  in  the  report  of 
the  Joint  Working  Group  on  Oral  Con- 
traceptives. 

Representatives  of  the  Society,  BMA 
and  British  Dental  Association  are  to 
meet  on  December  21  to  discuss  the  pro- 
vision of  information  to  patients.  The 
Department  has  agreed  to  postpone  its 
planned  meeting  on  the  subject  until  after 
that  date,  to  allow  the  professions  to  pro- 
duce mutually  acceptable  proposals. 

Council  is  to  press  for  the  mutual  rec- 
ognition of  diplomas  and  the  right  of 
establishment  for  pharmacists  within  the 
European  Economic  Community.  The 
Society  is  seeking  a  meeting  with  officials 
of  the  European  Commission  early  in 
1978  to  discuss,  inter  alia,  the  proposed 
EEC  Directives  on  mutual  recognition 
and  right  of  establishment,  and  the  rela- 
tionship of  SEPLIS  (Secretariat  Europeen 
des  Professions  Liberates,  Intellectualles  et 
Sociales)  with  the  Commission. 

A  wholesale  company  which  had  asked 
the  Society  if  there  would  be  any  pro- 
fessional objection  to  its  marketing  a  disc, 
to  be  worn  on  a  bracelet  or  chain,  on  which 
certain  medical  details  would  be 
engraved,  is  to  be  informed  of  Council's 
opinion  that  such  necklaces  and  bracelets 
should  be  sold  only  on  the  authorisation  of 
a  medical  practitioner.  Concern  was 
expressed  by  the  general  practice  sub- 
committee that  certain  sections  of  the 
community  might  wear  them  for  mis- 
chievous or  decorative  purposes. 

Blood  pressure  kits 

Bard  International  and  the  BMA  are  to 
be  informed  that  the  Society  has  no  objec- 
tion to  Bard's  marketing  blood  pressure 
kits  through  pharmacies  without  the 
authorisation  of  a  doctor. 

The  Law  Committee  had  considered  a 
letter  from  the  Departments  of  Industry, 
Trade,  and  Prices  and  Consumer  Pro- 
tection which  indicated  that  the  proposed 
EEC  regulations  for  cosmetic  products 
would  come  into  force  on  July  29,  1979. 
The  Society  is  to  reply  to  the  Depart- 
ments, supporting  proposals,  already 
made  by  Boots  Co,  that  manufacturers 
and  importers  should  be  allowed  a  two- 
year  period  after  that  date  to  clear 
wholesale  stocks,  and  that  retailers  should 


be  given  a  further  three-year  period  tc 
clear  stocks.  Council  also  agreed  tc 
inquire  into  the  possible  scope  foi 
enforcement  by  the  Society's  inspectors, 
concerning  general  practice  pharmacies. 

A  combined  operation  throughout  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  by  the  Ministry  ot 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  inspec- 
torate, the  Society's  inspectorate,  the1 
Medicines  Act  inspectorate.  Regional  4 
Crime  Squad  and  Customs  and  Excise 
officers,  concerning  premises  where  man- 
ufacture, wholesale  and  retail  sales  in 
antibiotics  were  thought  to  be  taking  place 
unlawfully,  had  resulted  in  some  pro- 
secutions by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
and  other  proceedings  by  MAFF  were 
pending. 

Council  has  accepted  the  new  con- 
stitution of  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Students  Association.  On  approval  of  a 
byelaw  amendment,  currently  before 
Privy  Council,  BPSA  will  become  a  sec- 
tion of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

The  Education  Committee  was  told  of  a 
survey  on  postgraduate  education  which 
had  been  commissioned  by  a  phar- 
maceutical manufacturer  who  had  agreed 
to  discuss  the  results  with  the  Society,  and 
had  indicated  it  was  exploring  the  pos- 
sibility of  offering  some  form  of  con- 
tinuing education  to  pharmacists. 

The  Price  Commission  had  asked  the 
Society  for  views  on  expanding  the  infor- 
mation available  to  the  public  on  "non- 
ethical"  medicines  and  generic  products 
and  to  comment  on  advertising  to  the 
public.  Consideration  of  medicines  adver- 
tising is  to  be  left  to  the  Ethics  Committee 
and,  because  doubts  were  expressed  about 
the  information  sought,  Council  agreed 
that  the  Commission  should  be  asked  pre- 
cisely what  information  it  required. 

Warnings 

A  warning  is  to  be  sent  to  the  superin- 
tendent pharmacist  of  a  company  whose 
pharmacy  had  been  the  subject  of  a  recent 
newspaper  article  drawing  attention  to  its 
licence  to  sell  alcohol  for  on-the-spot  con- 
sumption. The  article  had  included  the 
words  ".  .  .  the  only  chemist's  shop  in  the 
country  .  .  .  and  "after  having  their  pre- 
scriptions filled  .  .  .",  which  appeared  to 
be  a  form  of  advertising  of  professional 
and  dispensing  services.  A  company  and 
its  superintendent  pharmacist  are  to  be 
sent  a  warning  concerning  the  phar- 
macist's approach  to  a  local  hospital 
advertising  dispensing  services.  A  warning 
is  to  be  sent  to  a  company  and  its  superin- 
tendent pharmacist  concerning  an  adver- 
tisement which  appeared  in  a  local  news- 
paper referring  to  the  four  pharmacies 
owned  by  the  company,  the  pharmacists 
involved,  a  full  pharmaceutical  service 
and  the  dispensing  of  prescriptions. 

The  1978  branch  secretaries'  and  reg- 
ional secretaries'  meetings  will  be  held  on 
October  18  and  19,  respectively,  a  change 
from  the  dates  originally  circulated.  The 
branch  grant  is  to  be  increased  by  20  per 
cent  with  effect  from  April  1,  1978. 
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Mr  J.  M.  T.  Ross  has  been  appointed  to 
the  Statutory  Committee  by  the  Council 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Mr  Ross, 
who  replaces  Mr  H.  G.  Moss,  resigning 
because  of  ill  health,  was  nominated  by 
the  Company  Chemists'  Association. 
Mr  G.  H.  J.  Robinson  is  to  stand  down  as 
chairman  of  Gillette  Industries  Ltd  at  the 
end  of  December,  after  31  years  with  the 
company.  He  will  concentrate  in  future  on 
his  other  business  interests  which  include 
the  chairmanship  of  Denbyware  Ltd. 

Deaths 

Hardwicke:  Suddenly,  Mr  Joseph  William 
Hardwick,  3  Miriam  Avenue,  Ches- 
terfield, at  the  age  oi  80.  Mr  Hardwick 
qualified  in  1920  following  service  with 
the  RAMC  during  the  1914-18  war.  He 
became  manager  of  the  Greaves  &  Son 
pharmacy  in  Chatsworth  Road,  Ches- 
terfield, and  acquired  the  shop  in  1945. 
He  ran  the  business  under  his  own  name 
until  he  retired  four  years  ago. 
Jeffrey:  On  November  27  after  a  short 
illness  Mr  Wilfred  Leslie  Jeffrey,  FPS, 
general  manager,  Italy,  for  the  Wellcome 
Foundation  Ltd,  aged  62.  He  qualified  in 
1937.  After  the  war  he  became  a  senior 
representative  for  May  and  Baker  and  in 
1950  was  appointed  general  sales  man- 
ager, Canada,  for  the  associated  company, 
Poulenc.  Mr  Jeffrey  joined  Wellcome  in 
April  1957  as  professional  services  man- 
ager in  the  overseas  division,  and  fol- 
lowing several  overseas  assignments 
became  general  manager  of  the  UK  med- 
ical division  in  January  1972,  a  position  he 
held  until  he  went  to  Italy  in  1 974  as  gen- 
eral manager,  responsible  for  Wellcome 
Italia  and  Calmic  Cisa,  an  associate  com- 
pany. His  services  to  pharmacy  were  rec- 
ognised in  1972  when  he  was  designated  a 
Fellow  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Britain. 

MacDonald:  Suddenly  on  November  25 
Mr  Alexander  MacDonald,  a  partner  in 
the  firm  of  Moore  &  MacDonald  Ltd.  422 
Newtownards  Road,  Belfast,  at  the  age  of 
75.  He  joined  Mr  William  James  Moore  to 
establish  the  company  in  1947  and  was 
actively  engaged  in  business  until  his 
death. 

News  in  brief 

□  Intrauterine  contraceptive  devices  are 
included  in  the  December  revision  of 
prices  to  the  Scottish  Drug  Tariff. 

□  "Proposals  for  new  legislation  for  pres- 
surised systems"  (HM  Stationery  Office, 
£0.50)  is  a  consultative  document  from 
the  Health  and  Safety  Commission. 

□  1978  Smith  and  Nephew  Fellowships 
awarded  last  week  to  five  foreign  doctors 
for  one  year's  postgraduate  study  and 
research  in  the  UK,  each  carry  a  grant  of 
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Compromise 


The  report  of  the  Clothier  Committee  on  the  subject  of  rural  dispensing  is,  as  you 
say  in  your  editorial  comment,  hardly  world-shattering  (p855).  The  comment  goes 
on  to  say  that  the  agreement  between  the  professions  could  hardly  have  been 
anything  other  than  a  compromise. 

It  is  apparent,  from  a  study  of  the  report,  that  very  little  progress  has  been  made 
and  that  the  situation  might  be  described  as  stalemate.  Elaborate  suggestions 
have  been  put  forward  in  an  attempt  to  resolve  difficulties,  but  there  is  little 
evidence  of  either  side  giving  way.  Hope  seems  to  centre  on  the  creation  of  a 
National  Joint  Committee  whose  functions  seem  to  be  to  act  as  arbiter  if  local 
agreement  cannot  be  reached,  and  while,  on  the  face  of  it,  that  seems  to  be  a 
useful  way  to  settle  dispute,  the  machinery  seems  a  little  involved. 

The  NJC  will  consist  of  three  doctors,  nominated  by  the  General  Medical 
Services  Council,  three  pharmacists  nominated  jointly  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating  Committee,  three  lay 
members  and  a  lay  chairman.  How  often  they  would  be  called  up  to  meet  and  to 
adjudicate  is  not  clear,  but  the  report  says  that  the  statutory  body  would  have  to 
rely  on  detailed  information  on  local  circumstances  provided  by  the  dispensing 
sub-committee  of  the  Family  Practitioner  Committee. 

"Sometimes",  the  report  goes  on,  "this  would  have  to  be  supplemented  by  a 
visit  to  the  place  in  question  by  officers  and  members  of  the  body."  Again,  how 
often  it  would  be  found  necessary  for  the  NJC  to  go  on  to  the  ground  is  not 
foreseeable,  but  such  forays  would  be  expensive  and  time-consuming  in  the 
extreme.  The  report  has  now  to  be  examined  in  detail  by  the  representative  bodies 
of  both  sides.  I  feel,  like  you,  that  there  is  no  alternative  to  accepting  the  proposals 
in  the  hope  that  peace  will  reign  and,  as  you  rightly  say,  both  professions  are 
prepared  to  work  together  for  the  patient's  good. 

Self-inflicted 

Over  the  whole  procedure  there  rests  the  authoritative  voice  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  his  department,  for  if  the  decision  of  the  NJC  is  not  accepted  there  is 
provision  for  an  appeal.  But  while  both  professions  accept  that  the  action  of  one  or 
another  can  seriously  damage  the  economic  stability  of  the  parties  concerned, 
pharmacy  has  its  own  particular  problem  posed  by  the  undignified  and 
unprofessional  scramble  on  the  part  of  some  of  its  members  to  secure  premises 
on  the  doorstep  of  group  practice  medical  premises  or  official  health  centres.  That 
is  not  a  joint  problem  affecting  medicine  and  pharmacy.  It  is  entirely 
pharmaceutical  and  it  can  produce  results  as  disastrous  as  any  caused  by  the 
rural  dispute. 

Much  is  made  of  the  desirability  of  preserving  freedom  of  the  individual  but,  if 
"leap-frogging"  is  an  example,  pharmacy  should  attempt  to  find  some  means  of 
control.  Perhaps  a  body  such  as  the  new  NJC  in  co-operation  with  the  committees 
at  local  levels  could  be  appointed  with  powers  similar  to  those  of  the  new  body. 
The  tragedy  is  that  such  "development  ,  in  opposition  to  pharmacies  which  have 
given  long  service,  is  usually  initiated  by  people  who  have  no  connection  with  the 
area,  but  seem  to  have  both  a  flair  and  substantial  capital.  The  problem  is  primarily 
a  pharmaceutical  one,  but  eventually  it  must  affect  what  you  so  rightly  describe,  in 
the  rural  question,  as  "pharmacy's  total  service." 


£5,000  plus  return  travel  to  the  UK.  The 
Fellowships  will  not  be  available  in  1979. 
Q  The  Price  Commission  is  to  investigate 
the  price  increase  of  sodium  carbonate 
proposed  by  Imperial  Chemical  Industries 
Ltd.  The  proposed  increase  may  not  be 
implemented  during  the  period  of  inves- 
tigation although  interim  price  increases 
are  allowed. 


Combined  issues  of  C&D 

The  next  two  issues  of  C&D  will  be 
published  as  one  issue  dated 
December  24/31.  Classified  adver- 
tisements may  be  submitted  up  to  1  2 
noon  and  editorial  copy  up  to  5pm  on 
Monday,  December  19. 
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Virol  promotion  for  1978 

Virol  Ltd,  12  King  John's  Chambers, 
Bndlesmith  Gate,  Nottingham,  are  plan- 
ning to  spend  £50,000  on  media  adver- 
tising of  Virol  in  1978.  Mother  and  baby 
magazines  advertising  will  account  for  a 
major  proportion  of  the  budget  plus  a 
commercial  radio  campaign  in  "key  popu- 
lation centres." 

Topisone  delay 

Syntex  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  St  Ives 
House,  St  Ives  Road,  Maidenhead,  Berks, 
say  there  are  manufacturing  difficulties 
with  Topisone.  They  hope  the  problems 
will  be  resolved  in  the  next  few  weeks  so 
that  stocks  can  be  dispatched  in  the  New 
Year. 

Dramamine  change 

Dramamine  1ml  ampoules  are  replacing 
5ml  vials,  which  were  incorrectly 
described  as  ampoules  in  C&D, 
November  26,  p814. 

Normison  in  larger  pack 

Normison  capsules  are  now  available  in  a 
pack  of  500  (£20  trade)  from  Wyeth 
Laboratories,  Huntercombe  Lane  South, 
Taplow,  Maidenhead,  Berks. 

Erythrocin  goes  white 

When  current  stocks  of  deep  pink  Ery- 
throcin filmtabs  are  exhausted,  a  white 
tablet  will  be  available  say  Abbott 
Laboratories  Ltd,  Queenborough,  Kent. 
Prices  and  packs  are  unaltered. 

Murine  pack  redesigned 

Abbott  Laboratories  Ltd,  Queenborough, 
Kent,  are  now  supplying  Murine  for  clear 
eyes,  in  a  two  colour  carton  designed,  they 
say,  to  create  more  impact  when  displayed 
in  windows  or  on  counters.  The  product  is 
shrink  wrapped  in  packs  of  six  18ml  bot- 
tles (£0.52). 

Price  List  correction 

We  regret  that  an  error  has  occurred  in  the 
C&D  price  service.  The  trade  price  for 
Tedral  SA  (Warner)  500  should  be  £4.69 
and  not  as  given. 

Horizon  distribution 

The  Horizon  range  of  contraceptive 
sheaths  is  now  being  distributed  by  Cher- 
faro  Proprietaries  Ltd,  Crown  House, 
Morden,  Surrey. 

Hermesetas  calorie  counter 

Crookes-Anestan  Ltd,  PO  Box  94,  1 
Thane  Road  West,  Nottingham  NG2 
3AA,  are  offering  consumers  a  calorie 
counter  on  Hermesetas  tablet  packs.  It  is 
offered  free  on  the  return  of  two  orange 


"special  offer"  backing  cards  from  the  300 
pack  or  one  card  from  the  650  pack. 

Dixcel  new  colours 

Following  the  success  of  the  mauve  and 
deep  blue  colours  introduced  in  July 
(C&D,  July  16,  p85),  British  Tissues  Ltd, 
101  Whitby  Road,  Slough,  Berks,  are 
extending  the  range  of  Dixcel  super  toilet 
tissue  to  include  gold  and  avocado  green 
shades.  The  company  expects  the  range  to 
increase  its  market  share  as  the  deep 
shades  gain  consumer  acceptance. 


Approved  Prescription  Services  Ltd,  PO 

Box  15,  Whitcliffe  Road,  Cleckheaton, 
West  Yorkshire,  from  December  22  to 
January  4.  Emergency  supplies  from  John 
Hemingway  (0274  878970),  J.  M. 
Haigh  (0924  496124),  Keith  Hemingway 
(0274  876838)  and  S.  North  (0274 
872659). 

*Armour    Pharmaceutical    Co  Ltd, 

Hampden  Park,  Eastbourne,  Sussex,  from 
midday  December  23  to  January  3. 

Bristol  Laboratories  and  Mead  Johnson, 

Langley,  Slough,  will  process  no  orders, 
except  for  urgent  hospital  requirements, 
from  midday  December  21 -January  3. 

H.  Arthur  Cox  &  Co  Ltd,  93  Lewes  Road, 
Brighton  7,  East  Sussex  BN2  3QJ,  from 
December  23  until  December  28  and  also 
on  January  1 . 

*Ciba  Laboratories,  Wimblehirst  Road, 
Horsham,  West  Sussex,  from  midday 
December  23  until  December  28  and 
from  close  of  business  December  30  until 
January  3. 

Geigy  Pharmaceuticals,  Huddersfield 
Industrial  Estate,  Macclesfield,  Cheshire, 
from  midday  December  23 — Jan.  2. 
E.  R.  Squibb  and  Sons  Ltd,  Regal  House, 
Twickenham  TW1  3QT,  from  December 
23  until  January  3.  An  emergency  line  is 
available  at  all  times  on  051  677  0171  and 
sales  services  (Moreton  site)  will  be  avail- 
able between  10.00am-l  .00pm  and 
2.00pm-4.00pm  on  December  28  and  29. 
An  Ansaphone  service  will  operate  at  all 
other  times  on  051  677  2201.  Medical 
information  services  available  on 
December  28,  29  and  30  from  the  Twic- 
kenham office  on  01-892  0164. 
Kodak  Ltd,  Kodak  House,  Station  Road, 
Hemel  Hempstead,  Herts,  from 
December  23.  The  head  office  and  dis- 
tribution branches  will  re-open  on  Janu- 
ary 3.  Colour  processing  division,  pro- 
fessional equipment  services  and  regional 
sales  centres  (except  Dublin)  will  re-open 
on  December  28.  Telephone  numbers  of 
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'Vital  Link'  venue  changes 

Sangers  Ltd,  Cinema  House,  225  Oxford 
Street,  London  W1R  1AE,  have  made 
slight  amendments  to  the  venues  for  the 
presentation  of  their  film,  "The  Vital 
Link"  (C&D,  November  19,  p770).  The 
film  will  now  be  shown  at  the  Caversham 
Bridge  Hotel,  Caversham  Road,  Reading 
January  19,  at  the  St  George's  Hotel, 
Llandudno,  January  25,  and  at  Roper 
Hall,  Parochial  Centre,  114a  Friargate, 
Preston,  January  26,  1978. 

Paddi  pads  and  nappy  liners  offers 

A  Fisher-Price  activity  centre  will  be  on 
offer  with  Paddi  pads  from  January  to 
March  1978.  The  toy,  which  normally 
retails  at  about  £8  will  cost  £5.50  (includ- 
ing postage  and  packing)  with  three  stars 
from  Paddi  pads  packs.  The  30-pack  will 
have  three  stars  and  the  10  pack,  one  star. 

Continued  on  p886 


sales  centres  are  Midland  021  6430733, 
Northern  061  2367181,  Scottish  041 
2484071,  Southern  01-405  7841  and 
Western  0272  298121. 
Kerfoot,  Thos  &  Co  Ltd,  Vale  of  Bard- 
sley,  Ashton-under-Lyne,  Lanes  OL7 
9RR,  from  December  21  until  January  3. 
Orders  received  after  midday  December 
19  cannot  be  dispatched  until  after  Jan.  3. 
Norgine  Ltd,  59  High  Holborn,  London 
WC1V  6EB,  from  midday  December  23 
until  January  3.  Urgent  orders  only  will  be 
dealt  with  from  the  London  office  (01-242 
4882)  on  December  28,  29  &  30. 
*Parke-Davis  &  Co,  Usk  Road,  Pon- 
typool,  Gwent,  from  midday  December 
23  until  January  3.  Urgent  orders  will  be 
processed  on  December  28,  29  &  30  from 
the  marketing  and  order  processing 
departments.  The  Carfin  distribution 
depot  will  close  from  midday  December 
23  until  January  4. 

Pfizer  Ltd,  Sandwich,  Kent,  from 
December  23  until  January  2. 
Reckitt  &  Colman,  Dansom  Lane, 
Kingston-upon-Hull,  HU8  7DS,  will  close 
their  prescription  products  division  from 
December  24  until  January  3;  from 
December  28  until  30  emergency  supplies 
are  available  from  Hull  customer  service 
(0482  26151).  Normal  service  will  be 
available  for  OTC  products  except  for  the 
periods  December  24  until  27  and 
December  30  until  January  1. 
Vestric  Ltd,  Chapel  Street,  Runcorn, 
Ches.  WA7  5AP,  from  December  25-28. 
Branch  service  on  December  24  will  be  as 
normal.  All  branches  and  depots  in  Eng- 
land, Wales  and  Northern  Ireland  will  be 
closed  on  January  2,  and  branches  in  Scot- 
land will  also  be  closed  on  January  3. 
Branch  services  on  December  3 1  will  be  as 
normal. 

William  Ransom  &  Son  Ltd,  Hitchin, 
Herts,  from  December  23  until  January  3. 
*Emergency  supplies  may  be  obtained 
from  John  Bell  &  Croyden,  50  Wigmore 
Street,  London  Wl. 


Further  Christmas  holiday  closings 
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Generics  from  Barclays 

BARCLAYS  are  proud  to  introduce  a  series  of  Generic  preparations 
carrying  their  own  name.  The  range  selected  after  careful  research, 
is  designed  to  meet  your  regular  prescription  requirements  and  from 
time  to  time  we  will  be  making  additions  to  this  range. 

As  with  all  Barclay  products  they  are  subject  to  stringent 
quality  control  procedures  during  all  stages  of  production  to  ensure 
a  high  standard  in  quality  and  presentation. 

Our  aim  in  producing  this  new  range  of  products,  together  with 
those  listed  in  our  Drug  catalogue,  is  to  further  extend  the  personal 
service  we  have  built  up  over  the  years  and  also  offer  preparations  at 
really  competitive  prices. 

Take  advantage  of  this  opportunity  and  place  your  order  with 
our  local  depot,  or  Representative  when  he  calls. 


Barclays 


Barnslev  0226  6055  Belfast  0231  651 55  Birmingham  021  472  7171  Blackpool  0253  23961 
Bolton  0204  73441  Brighton  0273  62251  Cardiff  0222  564841  Coventry  0203  462832 
CrovdonOl  688  5116  Darlington  0325  61491  Eckington,  Sheffield  024  683  2175 
Edmonton,  London  N18  01  803  4801  Crimsbv  0472  58111  Horsforth,  Leeds  0532  58931 1 
Newport,  Gwent  0633  73391    Leicester  0533  881354   Leslie,  Fife  0592  743255 
Liverpool  051  922  2732  Northampton  0604  31615  Nottingham  0602  862581 
Portchester,  Hants  07018  81124    Port  Dinorwic.  Gwvnedd  0248  670401 
Queensferry,  Clwyd  0244  812887  South  Shields  0632  552473  Stoke  on  Trent  0782  659451 
Swansea  0792  34831  Wednesburv  021  556  4471  York  0904  27451 


the  national  company  with  the  local  service 


come 
to  the 
experts 

SOLVE  YOUR 
SHOPFITTING 
PROBLEMS 
WITH  ONE 
FINGER! 


E 


PLAN 

tomorrows  ideas  today 


write . . 


FREEPOST 


E  PLAN  LTD. 
"  NEWHAVEN 

EAST  SUSSEX 
BN9  7 BR 
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New  point  of  sale  material  has  been 
designed  tor  this  promotion. 

Robinsons  of  Chesterfield,  Wheat 
Bridge  Mills,  Chesterfield,  are  also 
launching  a  national  "money  off"  prom- 
otion of  Paddi  nappy  liners  in  January. 
Special  packs  of  50  and  100  liners  will  be 
flashed  with  the  offer,  which  is  at  least 
6V2P  on  a  50-pack  at  £0.36  or  less  and  13p 
on  100-pack  at  £0.62  or  less.  Paddi  nappy 
liner  dump  bins  and  header  boards  are 
available. 

1978  with  Nicholas 

A  new  counter  top  display  unit  for  Inter- 
Dens  toothbrushes  will  be  available  to 
pharmacists  from  Nicholas  Laboratories 
Ltd,  225  Bath  Road,  Slough,  Berks  SL1 
4AU,  from  the  beginning  of  January.  The 
company  will  also  be  offering  trade  dis- 
counts on  this  product. 

They  will  be  giving  Aspro  Clear  an  addi- 
tional boost  of  television  this  month  and 
say  that  this  follows  a  "recent  dramatic 
increase  in  sales",  resulting  from  a  new 
commercial  which  highlights  the  use  of 
Aspro  Clear  in  migraine  headaches. 

A  Christmas  crowner  is  also  being  pro- 
duced for  chemists'  counter  top  display 
units  for  Aspro  Clear  and  Rennie.  The 
theme  is  "Don't  forget",  aiming  to  remind 
customers  to  stock  up  with  both  products 
before  the  Christmas  closing  period.  Also 
available  are  "Christmas  closing  times" 
door  stickers. 

Sanpro  trends  predicted 

In  1978  the  sanitary  protection  market 
will  be  shared  as  towels  56.5  per  cent  and 
tampons  43.5  per  cent,  settling  down  to  a 
stable  54  per  cent  and  46  per  cent  respec- 
tively by  1982,  predicts  Mr  Barry  Tubbs, 
group    product    manager  (feminine 


hygiene),  Kimberley-Clark  Ltd. 

Mr  Tubbs  bases  his  forecast  on  trends 
over  the  past  six  years.  Pre- 1971,  change 
from  towels  to  tampons  progressed  at  one 
per  cent  but  then  slowed  to  half  a  per 
cent — the  result  of  "tremendous"  inno- 
vations in  towel  design,  Mr  Tubbs  says.  By 
the  1980s  he  expects  further  technical 
developments  to  make  towels  even  more 
acceptable  as  they  become  more  and  more 
like  tampons. 

The  1978  total  market  is  estimated  at 
£68  million  divided  as  £42m  for  towels 
and  £24m  tampons.  Chemists  (including 
Boots)  are  expected  to  take  56  per  cent, 
grocers  32  per  cent  and  others  12  per  cent. 
The  comparable  1977  share  was  55  per 
cent,  30  per  and  15  per  cent. 

The  towel  sector  is  continuing  the  trend 
towards  press-ons.  In  1971  looped  towels 
held  90  per  cent  but  by  1 977  had  declined 
to  53  per  cent  and  will  be  48  per  cent  in 
1978,  according  to  Mr  Tubbs.  Press-ons 
(including  mini  pads  and  intermenstrual 
liners)  achieved  39  per  cent  in  1977  and 
are  expected  to  gain  45  per  cent  in  1978. 

Numark's  new  year  promotions 

1CML.  51  Boreham  Road,  Warminster, 
Wilts  BA12  9JU,  are  running  the  next 
national  Numark  promotion  from  January 
9  to  21,  1978.  Main  lines  will  include 
Ribena,  Lucozade,  Sunsilk  hairspray, 
Kleenex  for  men,  Nusoft  rubber  gloves. 
Crest,  Mum  rollette  and  refill.  Sup- 
plementary lines  include  Kleenex  regular, 
Nuwarm  cosy  hot  water  bottle,  Brylcreem 
and  Brylcreem  anti-dandruff,  Nikini  pan- 
tie  towels,  Babettes  and  Palmolive  bath 
soap.  Optional  extras:  Setters,  Macleans 
indigestion  tablets  and  powder,  Zubes  and 
Angiers  junior  aspirin.  In  addition  local 
Numark  wholesalers  will  be  offering  other 
specially  promoted  products  which  will 
vary  from  franchise  to  franchise. 

ICML  have  also  rationalised  their 
Spontex  sponges  range  to  the  best  selling 
three  sizes:  baby,  medium  and  large.  They 
have  been  repackaged  and  reduced  in 
price,  the  medium  from  £0.33  to  £0.24 
and  the  bath  from  £0.47  to  £0.35.  Special 
trade  promotions  on  Spontex,  Velure  and 
Moppets  are  available  to  independent 
chemists. 

The  company  is  also  launching  a  new 
range  of  shrink  wrapped  bars  of  luxury 
soap  in  two  colours  under  the  name  of 
Numark.  The  luxury  bath  soap  is  packed 
in  three  15oz  bars  (£0.30  retail)  and  the 
luxury  toilet  soaps  in  four  103Aoz  (£0.22 ). 

A  television  campaign  for  Hacks  and 
Victory  V  sweets  will  break  on  January  9 
for  three  weeks  in  selected  areas.  Ulster 
television  will  also  be  showing  an  adver- 
tisement for  the  Numark  promotion  on 
Lucozade,  Crest  and  Sunsilk  hairspray 
from  January  9. 

Bonus  offer 

Beecham  Animal  Health,  Manor  Royal, 
Crawley,  West  Sussex.  Orbenin  QR  and 
Orbenin  LA  syringes,  13  as  12  until  Janu- 
ary 20,  1978. 
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New 
products 


Cosmetics  and  toiletries 

Charlie  once-a-day 

Revlon  have  introduced  a  new  eye  shadov 
to  the  Charlie  range  of  cosmetics.  Callei 
Once-a-day  creamy  shadow  (£0.99)  it  i 
available  in  six  shades  and  is  said  to  sta; 
fresh  for  as  long  as  it  is  worn.  Therefore 
says  the  company,  "once  a  day  with  Char 
lie  Once-a-day  is  really  all  you'll  need!' 
The  colours  are  bisque,  blue,  cafe,  moss 
plum  and  smoke  (Revlon  Internationa 
Corporation  86  Brook  Street,  London). 

Lancome's  spring  eyes 

Lancome  have  created  a  new  range  ol 
eyeshadows  in  what  they  describe  as 
springtime  '78  colours.  "Ombres  fideles' 
automatic  cream  shadows  (£2.40)  are. 
they  say,  aptly  named  because  their  colour 
does  indeed  stay  faithful  and  lasts  all  day. 
They  will  be  available  in  eight  shades: 
algae,  smoke,  hazelnut,  peach,  amethyst, 
gold  leaf,  gold  vine  shoot,  and  gold 
touareg.  Available  from  March  (Lancome 
(England)  Ltd,  14  Grosvenor  Street, 
London  W1X  OAD). 


on  TV 

next  week 

Ln— London  M— Midlands.  Lc— Lancashire; 
Y— Yorkshire:  Sc— Scotland;  WW— Wales  and 
West.  So— South.  NE — North-east;  A— Anglia 
U— Ulster;  We— Westward;  B— Border; 
G — Grampian.  E— Eireann.  CI— Channel  Island. 

Band-aid:  All  except  B,  E 

Beecham's  Powders  hot  lemon:  M,  So, 

E 

Blue  Stratos:  All  areas 

Denim:  All  areas 

Head  &  Shoulders:  All  except  E 

Galloways:  Ln,  So,  A 

L'air  du  temps:  Ln,  Sc 

Liqufruta:  All  except  Sc,  U,  B,  G,  E,  CI 

Mac  lozenges:  M,  WW,  So,  A,  We 

Night  Nurse:  All  except  E 

Old  Spice:  All  areas 

Philishave;  all  areas 

Philip  Ladyshave:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  WW,  So,  A 

Polaroid  model  1000  and  Instant  10:  All 

except  E 

Ralgex:  All  except  So,  U,  E,  CI 
Remington  M3  shaver:  All  areas 
Stowaway:  All  except  WW,  U,  We,  B,  E, 
CI 

Wright's  soaps:  All  except  U,  E 
Vitarich:  Lc 


I 
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Prescription  specialities 


HALYCITROL  vitamin  emulsion 

Manufacturer  Laboratories  for  Applied 
Biology  Ltd,  91  Amhurst  Park,  London 
Description  Orange  flavoured  emulsion 
containing  1,380  meg  (4,600  units)  vit- 
amin A  and  1 1 .5  meg  (460  units)  vitamin 
D  in  each  5  ml 

Indications  Prevention  of  vitamin  A  and 
D  deficiency 
Dosage  5  ml  daily 

Precautions  Prolonged  ingestion  can  lead 

to  hypervitaminosis  states 

Storage  In  a  cool  place 

Packs  1  14  ml  bottle  (£0.45  trade) 

Supply  restrictions  Pharmacy  only 

Issued  December  1977 

METHRAZONE  capsules 

Feprazone    is   a    non-steroidal  anti- 
inflammatory agent  of  the  pyrazole  group 
with  analgesic  and  antipyretic  activity 
Manufacturer  WB  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd, 
PO  Box  23,  Bracknell,  Berks 
Description  Orange  opaque  hard  gelatin 
capsules  containing  feprazone  200  mg 
Indications    Rheumatoid    arthritis  and 
osteoarthritis 

Contraindications  Where  there  is  a  danger 
of  cardiac  decompensation;  hepatic  dis- 
ease; peptic  ulceration;  blood  dyscrasia 
and  known  sensitivity  to  pyrazoles 
Dosage  200  to  600  mg  daily  in  divided 
doses  after  food.  Dose  may  need  to  be 
reduced  in  patients  with  renal  impair- 
ment. Use  in  children  not  established 
Precautions  May  potentiate  effect  of  some 
oral  hypoglycaemic  agents,  sul- 
phon amides  and  coumarin  type  anti- 
coagulants. As  blood  dyscrasias  may 
occur,  blood  counts  should  be  monitored 
before  and  during  treatment.  Patients 
should  also  be  monitored  for  sodium  and 
water  retention.  Caution  to  be  observed  in 
pregnancy 

Side   effects   Mild   gastric  intolerance, 
rashes,  headaches  and  tinnitus 
Storage  In  a  cool  place 
Packs  100  capsules  (£9.00  trade) 
Supply  restrictions  Prescription  only 
Issued  January  9.  1977 

COBADEX-NYSTATIN  ointment 

Manufacturer  Cox-Continental  Ltd,  93 
Lewes  Road.  Brighton,  Sussex 
Description  Pale  yellow  ointment  con- 
taining nystatin  100,000  units  per  g,  hyd- 
rocortisone 1  per  cent,  dimethicone  350 
BPC  20  per  cent  w/w  and  benzalkonium 
chloride  0.2  per  cent  w/w 
Indications  Steroid  responsive  der- 
matoses including  eczema,  intertrigo, 
seborrhoeic  dermatitis  and  in  other  skin 
irritations  requiring  steroid  therapy  in 
which  Candida  albicans  is  a  factor 
Contraindications  Not  to  be  used  on  new, 
weeping  surfaces  because  it  tends  to  hold 
back  any  exudate.  Area  of  skin  around  eye 
to  be  avoided 

Method  of  use  Thin  layer  to  be  applied 


two  or  three  times  daily  until  lesion  is 
healed 

Precautions  Not  to  be  used  extensively  in 
pregnancy  or  for  prolonged  periods.  To  be 
discontinued  if  sensitisation  occurs 
Packs  20g  tubes  (£1.40  trade) 
Supply  restrictions  PI  TSA 
Issued  December  1977 

RELAXIT  enema 

Manufacturer  Pharmacia  (Great  Britain) 
Ltd,  75  Uxbridge  Road,  London  W5  5SS 
Description  A  sterile  viscous  solution  con- 
taining sodium  citrate  450mg,  sodium 
lauryl  sulphate  75mg,  sorbic  acid  5mg  and 
glycerol  and  sorbitol  solution  to  5ml 
Indications  Constipation 
Dosage  Adults  and  children  over  three 
years-nozzle  of  micro-enema  is  inserted 
fully  into  rectum  and  contents  squeezed 
out.  Children  under  3  years-Ha\i  length  of 
nozzle  inserted  and  contents  squeezed  out 


Storage  In  cool  place.  Shelf  life  two  years 
Packs  Box  of  four  (£0.99  trade)  and  100 
(£19.40  trade) 

Supply  restrictions  Anticipated  pharmacy 
only 

Issued  December  1977 


ASCORBEF  tablets 

Manufacturer  Cox-Continental  Ltd,  93 
Lewes  Road,  Brighton,  Sussex 
Description  White  effervescent  tablets 
containing  ascorbic  acid  lg 
Indications  Vitamin  C  deficiency 
Dosage  Adults-One  or  two  tablets  daily; 
children  5-12  years — half  a  tablet  daily 
— dissolved  in  water 

Storage    In    original   container,  tightly 

closed,  in  cool  dry  place 

Packs  Tubes  of  3x10  tablets  (£0.87 

trade) 

Issued  December  1977 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE 


BEWARE  of  counterfeit  Poco  Rabonne  Stools 
which  look  virtually  indistinguishablefrom 
the  authentic  product. 

GENUINE  PacoRabanneisonly  available 
direct  from  Creative  Fragrances  Ltd. 


Creative  Fragrances  Ltd. 
only  supply  PacoRabanneroa  limited 
number  of  appointed  stockists. 


IN  CASE  OF  DOUBTFUL  OFFERS  OF  SUPPLY,  RING  01-491  4776. 
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ADVANCES  IN 
THERAPY 


o 


byCR.Day,  FPS 


During  recent  years  the  flow  of  new  pro- 
ducts has  been  slowing  down,  even  being 
inhibited,  because  of  the  need  for  absolute 
safety.  This  was  the  view  expressed  by  Dr 
R.  B.  Arnold,  director.  Association  of  the 
British  Pharmaceutical  Industry,  at  a  con- 
ference called  to  investigate  the  effects  of 
restrictions  imposed  on  the  industry. 

Dr  Arnold  said  that  in  certain  areas  the 
data  needed  before  submission  to  clinical 
trial  or  marketing  had  shown  a  tendency 
to  become  more  stringent.  This  applied 
particularly  to  beta-blocking  drugs.  It 
seemed  as  though  an  attempt  was  being 
made  to  discourage  "me-too"  products. 
Obviously  no  research-based  company 
would  spend  money  to  do  this  delib- 
erately; often  the  apparently  "me-too" 
preparation  was  the  outcome  of  many 
years  of  research  for  a  major  advance. 

Dr  Arnold  thought  that  absolute  purity 
was  an  ideal  objective,  as  was  absolute 
safety,  but  wondered  how  far  it  should  go. 
The  development  of  more  sensitive  tests 
for  trace  impurities  might  lead  to  the 
demand  to  lower  the  acceptable  limits  for 
such  impurities.  Was  this,  he  said,  an 
aesthetic  exercise  rather  than  a  necessity 
for  safeguarding  the  patient? 

Antimicrobial  agents 

A  new  semisynthetic  penicillin,  ticarcillin, 
has  been  marketed  in  the  United  States 
tor  the  treatment  of  bacterial  septicaemia, 
skin  and  soft  tissue  infections,  respiratory 
tract  and  genito-urinary  infections  due  to 
susceptible  organisms.  Ticarcillin,  which  is 
administered  parenterally,  is  similar  to 
carbenicillin  (Pyopen)  in  its  spectrum  of 
activity  but  more  active  in  vitro  against 
Pseudomonas  aeruginosa. 

Pivmecillinam  hydrochloride,  first 
noticed  last  year,  is  now  issued  as  Selexid 
in  2()0mg  tablets  for  the  treatment  of 
infections  due  to  Enterobacteriaceae, 
including  E.coli,  Proteus,  Salmonella, 
Shigella,  etc.  For  urinary-tract  infections, 
2'0'Omg  should  be  given  three  or  four  times 
daily  in  uncomplicated  cases,  with  400mg 
three  or  four  times  daily  in  recurrent  and 
chronic  cystitis.  For  salmonellosis  1.2- 
2.4g  daily  is  given  tor  14  days;  carriers 
should  receive  the  same  dose  for  two  to 
four  weeks. 

Cefoxitin  is  a  semisynthetic  cephamycin 
antibiotic  undergoing  clinical  trial.  The 
cephamycins  differ  structurally  from  the 
cephalosporins,  the  latter  being  labile  to 
the  beta-lactamases  of  many  Gram  nega- 
tive organisms,  while  cefoxitin  is  stable  to 
degradation  by  such  enzymes.  Cefoxitin 


has  a  greater  activity  than  cephalosporin 
against  most  Gram  negative  bacilli.  It  has 
been  studied  by  Geddes  et  al  (Brit.  med.  J. , 
1977,  1,  1126)  in  the  treatment  of  31 
patients,  1 0  of  whom  had  respiratory-tract 
infections,  nine  urinary-tract  infections, 
eight  with  septicaemia  and  four  intra- 
abdominal infections.  The  antibiotic  was 
given  over  five  minutes  by  intravenous 
bolus  injection  in  doses  ranging  trom  lg 
every  eight  hours  to  2g  six  hourly,  with  a 
maximum  total  dose  of  54g.  Twenty  of  the 
31  patients  were  cured  by  cefoxitin.  The 
authors  concluded  that  cefoxitin  would 
have  a  place  in  the  management  of  severe 
infections,  especially  of  the  abdominal 
and  renal  tracts. 

Metronidazole  suppositories  (Flagyl) 
for  the  prevention  and  treatment  of 
anaerobic  infections  are  now  com- 
mercially available  in  two  strengths, 
500mg  and  lg.  The  suppositories,  sup- 
plemented when  appropriate  with  oral 
metronidazole,  are  in  wide  use  as  a 
prophylactic  in  colonic  surgery  and 
appendicectomy,  also  in  the  treatment  of 
established  anaerobic  infections  (C&D, 
December  IS,  1976,  p821).  A  pre- 
paration for  parenteral  administration  is 
to  be  launched  in  the  near  future. 

In  the  field  of  antiviral  agents,  some 
success  has  been  reported  in  the  treatment 
of  herpes  simplex  encephalitis  by  means  of 
adenine  arabinoside,  also  known  as  ara-A 
and  vidarabine.  In  a  placebo  controlled 
trial,  ara-A  in  doses  of  15mg  per  kg  per 
day  intravenously  for  10  days  reduced 
mortality  from  70  per  cent  in  placebo  tre- 
ated cases  to  28  per  cent  in  those  receiving 
the  drug  (Whitley  et  al.,  New  Eng.  J.  Med., 
1977,  297.  2S9).  Ara-A  has  also  been 
used  in  dendritic  keratitis  (a  herpes  sim- 
plex infection  of  the  eye);  an  ophthalmic 
ointment  (Vira-A)  containing  3  per  cent 
vidarabine  for  the  treatment  of  herpes 
keratoconjunctivitis  has  recently  been 
marketed.  It  is  not  expected  that  ara-A 
will  be  of  use  in  treating  a  wider  variety  of 
viral  infections. 

Ophthalmic  development 

When  drugs  are  administered  in  the  form 
of  eye  drops  there  is  frequently  much  loss 
within  a  short  time  due  in  part  to  reflex 
blinking,  turnover  of  lachrymal  fluid  and 
absorption  by  the  conjunctiva  and  sclera 
whereby  much  of  the  instilled  agent  enters 
the  local  circulation  and  so  cannot  reach 
the  anterior  chamber.  Efforts  to  deliver 
ophthalmic  agents  in  a  more  efficient 
manner  than  that  of  the  traditional  eye 
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drop  have  been  made,  so  for  glaucoma! 
patients  responsive  to  pilocarpine  the! 
Ocusert  Pilo-20  and  Pilo-40  have  been 
introduced.  In  these  preparations  thel 
active  agent  is  contained  in  a  reservoir! 
enclosed  in  polymer  membranes,  the  pre-| 
cise  molecular  structure  of  which  controls! 
the  release  of  the  drug.  The  patient  isl 
instructed  to  insert  the  system  into  thel 
conjunctival  sac  when  the  Pilo-20  and  I 
Pilo-40  systems  can  be  expected  to  release 
20  and  40mcg  per  hour  for  one  week.) 
Patient  acceptance  is  said  to  be  good.  I 

Cardiovascular  drugs 

The  beta-adrenergic  receptor  blocking 
agents  have  now  been  in  use  for  more  than 
10  years  in  the  treatment  of  essential 
hypertension,  but  over  the  past  two  to 
three  years  their  application  has  increased 
as  doctors  have  gained  a  better  under- 
standing of  their  pharmacology. 

Since  our  previous  review  another  drug 
in  this  group — labetalol  (Trandate) — has 
achieved  commercial  status.  Labetalol 
blocks  both  alpha-  and  beta-receptors;  its 
hypotensive  action  is  obtained  mainly  by 
an  incomplete  blockade  of  the  alpha- 
receptors  sited  in  the  peripheral 
arterioles,  thus  lowering  peripheral  resis- 
tance. In  most  cases  there  is  sufficient 
residue  of  sympathetic  activity  to  avoid 
the  symptoms  of  postural  hypotension, 
except  in  very  high  dosage  regimens.  The 
simultaneous  beta-blockade  of  the  cardiac 
receptors  prevents  excessive  reflex  heart 
stimulation  induced  by  the  vasodilation, 
and  cardiac  output  is  not  remarkably  low- 
ered at  rest  or  after  moderate  exercise.  It 
is  claimed  that  in  comparison  with  simple 
beta-blockers  the  circulation  is  more 
normal  when  the  patient  is  treated  with 
labetalol.  The  drug  is  well  tolerated  and 
few  side  effects  have  been  reported. 

Metoprolol  (Betaloc,  Lopresor),  a 
selective  adrenergic  beta-receptor 
antagonist  without  intrinsic  stimulating 
activity  which  was  introduced  some  time 
ago,  has  been  studied  by  Comerford  and 
Pringle  {Practitioner,  1976,  217,  953)  in 
hypertensive  patients  already  stabilised 
on  alprenolol.  After  a  full  clinical  assess- 
ment of  each  case,  alprenolol  therapy  was 
replaced  by  metoprolol  25mg  three  times 
daily  for  one  week,  increased  to  50mg 
three  times  daily.  In  some  instances  dos- 
age was  raised  to  125mg  thrice  daily  to 
obtain  satisfactory  response.  Side  effects 
due  to  the  drug  were  minimal.  The  authors 
suggested  that  a  selective  compound  may 
be  better  with  lower  and  less  frequent 
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loses  than  some  non-selective  pre- 
lecessors  as  there  were  no  adverse  effects 
ssociated  with  constriction  of  vascular 
nd  bronchial  smooth  muscle. 

Minoxidil  is  a  new  substance  under- 
ling clinical  trial  for  the  management  of 
evere  hypertension  which  has  failed  to 
espond  to  conventional  therapy.  It  has 
ieen  used  effectively  by  Devine  et  al  (Brit, 
ned.  J.,  1977,  2,  667)  together  with  a 
>eta-blocker  (eg  propranolol)  and  a 
liuretic  in  refractory  hypertension, 
ncluding  patients  with  terminal  renal  fail- 
ire.  The  compound  is  stated  to  have 
>otentially  serious  side  effects  and  should 
>e  reserved  for  use  in  patients  unre- 
ponsive  to,  or  who  suffer  intolerable  side 
effects  from  other  treatments. 

Sodium  nitroprusside,  once  widely  used 
s  an  agent  for  the  detection  of  acetone 
bodies  in  urine,  has  now  been  marketed 
mder  the  name  Nipride.  It  is  used  to  con- 
irol  hypertensive  crises,  ie  patients  with 
xtremely  high  blood  pressure,  such  as 
140/100mm  Hg,  coupled  with  severe 
leadache,  seizures  and  other  signs  of 
ncephalopathy,  massive  nose  bleeding  or 
.idney  haemorrhage,  or  left  ventricular 
ailure.  Sodium  nitroprusside  is  adminis- 
ered  by  intravenous  infusion;  it  relaxes 
ascular  smooth  muscle  and  is  suitable  for 
lse  with  the  usual  hypotensive  agents.  Its 
iction  is  augmented  by  ganglion-blocking 
Irugs.  The  compound  has  a  fleeting  action 
vn  blood  pressure  so  the  rate  of  the  infu- 
sion must  be  closely  controlled,  preferably 
iy  a  device  permitting  accurate  control  of 
he  flow  rate.  Sodium  nitroprusside  is  also 
ised  as  a  hypotensive  to  reduce  blood  loss 
luring  surgery. 

j  For  the  prevention  and  treatment  of 
mgina  pectoris,  nifedipine  (Adalat)  has 
»een  introduced.  This  is  a  powerful  cal- 
ium  antagonist  which  protects  the  heart 
:gainst  excessive  utilisation  of  oxygen  dur- 
ing physical  activity.  It  has  a  direct  car- 
liovascular  action  which  does  not  cause 
ympathetic  inhibition.  The  advised  dos- 
ige  ranges  from  10-2()mg  three  times  a 
lay  before  food;  it  may  be  given  together 
vith  beta-blockers  and  other  hypotensive 
igents  but  an  additive  effect  may  occur. 
>ide  effects  include  headache,  flushing 
ind  lethargy,  all  of  which  are  transient  and 
generally  disappear  as  treatment  is  con- 
inued.  Diabetics  may  need  some  adjust- 
nent  in  their  control  of  blood  sugar  levels. 

Analgesics 

Dpium  and  its  derivatives  remain  the 
-heet  anchor  for  the  management  of 
ntractable  pain,  but  their  untoward 
iffects  have  in  recent  years  given  rise  to 
:onsiderable  research  for  substances  hav- 
ng  powerf  ul  analgesic  properties  coupled 
-vith  reduced  side  effects,  notably  depen- 
Jence  liability.  Opiates  can  be  divided  into 
hose  compounds  having  morphine-like 
iffects  which  are  known  as  agonists,  such 
substances  include  morphine  itself, 
lethidine  and  methadone:  compounds 
hat  antagonise  the  effects  of  morphine, 
lamely  naloxone  and  nalorphine  are 
:alled  antagonists;  some  compounds  are 


intermediate  between  the  two  groups  and 
are  known  as  mixed  agonist-antagonists, 
one  such  is  pentazocine.  A  new  substance 
buprenorphine  (Temgesic)  has  mixed 
agonist-antagonist  properties.  Under  clin- 
ical trial,  it  has  been  found  to  have  30 
times  the  analgesic  potency  of  morphine 
in  the  treatment  of  clinical  pain,  with 
analgesia  lasting  from  4  to  8  hours.  It  has 
some  sedative  action,  an  advantage  during 
post-surgical  recovery.  Buprenorphine  is 
useful  in  maintenance  therapy  in  the 
treatment  of  drug  addicts,  being  less  liable 
to  abuse  and  less  toxic  than  methadone. 

Meanwhile  Porrest  et  al  (New  Eng.  J. 
Med.,  1977,  296,  712)  have  reported  that 
a  combination  of  dextroamphetamine 
lOmg  with  morphine  was  twice  as  potent 
as  morphine  administered  intramus- 
cularly for  severe  post  operative  pain. 
Dextroamphetamine  is  said  to  offset  some 
of  the  untoward  effects  of  morphine  such 
as  sedation  and  loss  of  alertness,  whilst 
increasing  the  analgesia.  Increased  sweat- 
ing was  the  only  side  effect  due  to  additive 
action  of  the  drugs. 

Centrally-acting  drugs 

The  benzodiazepines  have  been  very 
widely  used  for  a  number  of  years  and  are 
generally  regarded  as  tranquillising  and 
hypnotic  drugs  with  minimal  side  effects. 
Smith  and  Rawlins  (Brit.  med.  J.,  1 977,  2, 
447)  however  have  drawn  attention  to  the 
fact  that  because  the  drugs  are  cerebral 
depressants,  they  may  cause  drowsiness 
and  confusion  and  they  may  potentiate  the 
effects  of  other  depressants  including 
alcohol.  Whilst  they  rarely  produce  phy- 
sical dependence,  they  can  cause  psy- 
chological dependence  even  after  short- 
term  usage.  Aggressive  behaviour  and 
petty  crime  may  also  be  induced.  The 
compounds  are  preferable  to  barbiturates, 
glutethimide  or  dichloralphenazone  as 
hypnotics,  but  nitrazepam  has  hangover 
effects  that  are  demonstrable  for  up  to  16 
hours  after  a  single  dose. 

Temazepam  (Euhypnos,  Normison)  is  a 
benzodiazepine  which  is  claimed  to  have  a 
short  half-life  and  to  be  useful  as  a  hyp- 
notic for  treatment  of  disturbed  sleep 
associated  with  emotional  stress  or  anx- 
iety. Dosage  is  10-30mg  at  bedtime.  Side 
effects  reported  are  morning  headache, 
skin  rashes  and  gastro-intestinal  upset. 

Anorexia  nervosa  is  a  psychiatric  state 
associated  with  an  aversion  to  food  lead- 
ing to  starvation  which  in  some  cases  fails 
to  respond  to  psychotherapy,  resulting  in 
death  of  the  patient  from  malnutrition. 
Hitherto,  some  successes  have  been 
obtained  with  the  major  tranquillisers,  eg 
chlorpromazine ;  now  a  dramatic 
improvement  after  treatment  with 
pimozide  (Orap)  in  a  patient  with 
anorexia  nervosa  has  been  reported  by 
Plantey  (Lancet,  1977, 1 , 1 105).  Pimozide 
is  a  dopamine  receptor  blocker  used  in  the 
management  of  schizophrenia.  A  dosage 
of  4mg  three  times  daily  produced  benefit 
in  one  case  in  three  weeks. 

Much  publicity  has  been  given  by  the 
media  to  the  use  of  beta-blockers,  such  as 


propranolol  and  oxprenolol,  in  anxiety 
states.  It  has  been  found  that  beta- 
blockers  are  not  anti-anxiety  drugs  and  do 
not  protect  against  induced  anxiety;  how- 
ever in  anxiety  the  sympathetic  nervous 
system  is  activated  and  can  be  modified  by 
beta-blockade  so  that  anxious  persons  are 
most  helped  by  these  drugs  when  somatic 
complaints  are  prominent,  eg  tremor,  gid- 
diness, blushing,  palpitations,  etc,  rather 
than  sweating,  headache,  dry  mouth, 
nausea,  etc. 

Antineoplastic  therapy 

Cancer  of  the  breast  is  the  most  common 
malignancy  to  affect  European  and 
American  women.  In  inoperable  cases 
hormonal  therapy  is  the  usual  treatment 
to  palliate  the  condition,  giving  remission 
in  about  one  third  of  cases.  Unfortunately 
there  has  been  no  reliable  method  for  pre- 
dicting those  patients  who  will  respond  to 
this  method.  Specific  oestrogen  receptors 
are  found  in  some  mammary  tumours; 
anti-oestrogens  compete  for  binding  with 
oestrogen  at  target  sites.  It  is  reasonable 
therefore  to  test  anti-oestrogen  sub- 
stances for  the  treatment  of  breast  cancer. 
Tamoxifen  (Novaldex)  is  such  a  com- 
pound which  is  well  tolerated  clinically 
and  has  provided  some  improvement  in 
inoperable  mammary  carcinoma.  Willis  et 
al  (Brit.  med.  J.,  1977,  1,  425)  have  con- 
firmed the  general  view  that  tamoxifen  is 
an  effective  palliative  in  some  cases,  whilst 
its  low  toxicity  renders  it  acceptable  to 
patients.  These  workers  state  that  treat- 
ment is  more  likely  to  be  successful  if  the 
prolactin  level  is  within  normal  limits  and 
the  response  to  TRH  (thyrotrophin- 
releasing  hormone)  is  not  excessive.  They 
advise  that  a  drug  controlling  prolactin 
production,  eg  bromocriptine  (Parlodel), 
should  be  given  concurrently. 

For  the  management  of  soft  tissue,  bone 
and  chondrosarcomata,  razoxane 
(Razoxin),  evolved  by  workers  in  the 
laboratories  ot  the  Imperial  Cancer 
Research  Fund  has  been  introduced. 
Razoxane  interferes  with  cell  division  and 
should  be  given  twice  daily  in  a  dose  of 
1 25mg,  starting  three  days  before  the  start 
ot  radiotherapy  and  continuing  through- 
out the  radiotherapy.  Razoxane  is  con- 
tinued after  a  remission  occurs,  until  there 
are  signs  of  tumour  regrowth.  White  cell 
counts  must  be  made  regularly  during 
treatment,  as  leucopenia  is  a  serious  side 
effect,  which  can  be  reversed. 

A  compound  having  little  or  no  bone- 
marrow  depressant  effect  is  estramustine 
(Estracyt),  which  is  now  being  used  in 
prostatic  carcinoma.  It  is  a  compound  of 
oestradiol  and  nor-mustine  with  both  oes- 
trogenic  and  cytotoxic  activity.  It  is  con- 
centrated ten  times  more  efficiently  in  the 
prostate  gland  than  oestradiol.  at  the  same 
time  having  a  greater  affinity  for  prostatic 
than  other  tissues.  The  indications  for 
estramustine  are  prostatic  carcinoma 
which  has  failed  to  respond  to,  or  has 
relapsed,   after   conventional  chemo- 

Continued  on  p890 
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therapy  or  orchidectomy.  A  response  rate 
to  oestrogen  resistant  cases  of  30  to  50  per 
cent  is  reported. 

Lomustine  (CCNU)  is  a  nitrosurea  for 
the  amelioration  and  supplementary 
treatment,  together  with  radiotherapy 
and/or  surgery,  in  multiple  drug  therapies 
in  lung  and  brain  tumours,  Hodgkin's  dis- 
ease and  malignant  melanoma.  Its  action 
is  considered  to  be  due  in  part  to  its  alky- 
lating property  and  in  part  to  the  inhib- 
ition of  certain  vital  enzymatic  processes. 

Anti-inflammatory  agents 

There  is  strong  evidence  that  pros- 
taglandins sensitise  pain  receptors  to  pain 
producing  stimuli  and  increase  the  activity 
of  inflammatory  agents  eg  histamine  and 
serotonin,  by  sensitising  tissues  to  these 
substances.  Aspirin  has  been  shown  to 
inhibit  prostaglandin  synthesis  and  its 
value  as  an  anti-intlammatory  and 
analgesic  agent  in  rheumatoid  disease  is 
considered  to  be  due  to  this  property.  In  a 
recent  comparative  study  of  compounds 
including  aspirin,  phenylbutazone,  ibup- 
rofen,  indomethacin  and  flurbiprofen,  the 
last  named  was  overwhelmingly  the  most 
potent  in  the  inhibition  of  prostaglandin 
synthesis.  Flurbiprofen  (Froben)  has 
recently  been  marketed  tor  the  man- 
agement of  osteo-arthritis,  rheumatoid 
arthritis,  ankylosing  spondylitis  and  allied 
states.  It  is  given  in  a  daily  dosage  of  150- 
300mg  in  three  or  four  divided  doses.  It  is 
not  recommended  in  patients  with  peptic 
ulceration,  whilst  care  is  necessary  in 
those  with  asthma  or  known  sensitivity  to 
other  anti-inflammatory  agents. 

Sulindac  (Clinoril)  is  another  non- 
steroidal, anti-intlammatory,  analgesic 
and  antipyretic  product  indicated  in  the 
management  of  rheumatoid  conditions. 
Side  effects  are  those  commonly  reported 
with  other  drugs  of  this  group,  including 
gastro-intestinal  bleeding  and  raised  liver 
function  tests.  The  dosage  range  of  sulin- 
dac is  100-200mg  twice  daily.  As  with  all 
anti-intlammatory  agents  it  should  be 
given  with  or  immediately  after  food. 

An  aspirin-like  analgesic,  diflunisal, 
having  a  similar  degree  of  analgesic  activ- 
ity to  aspirin  but  a  longer  duration  of 
action  with  better  tolerance,  has  recently 
been  reported  (Pharm.  J.  1977,  October 
29,  p410).  Diflunisal  is  well  absorbed 
after  oral  administration,  is  highly 
protein-bound  and  excreted  unchanged  in 
the  urine;  it  is  not  metabolised  to  aspirin. 
It  has  a  long  duration  of  action  and  is  given 
in  twice  daily  dosage.  At  250mg  twice  a 
day  there  is  no  significant  increase  in 
gastro-intestinal  bleeding  when  compared 
with  a  placebo.  In  a  large  scale  clinical  trial 
in  osteo-arthritis,  diflunisal  was  better  tol- 
erated than  aspirin  in  terms  of  gastro- 
intestinal tolerance. 
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Glaxo  chairman  refutes 
allegations  by  Sants 

The  six-year  dispute  between  the 
wholesalers,  Sants  Pharmaceutical  Dis- 
tributors Ltd,  and  Glaxo  Laboratories  Ltd 
who  refuse  to  give  Sants  wholesale  terms 
on  "ethicals"  was  again  raised  at  Glaxo's 
annual  shareholders'  meeting,  held  in 
London  on  Monday. 

Mr  Gerald  Brooks,  managing  director, 
Sants,  read  a  statement  in  which  he 
claimed  his  company  to  be  the  only 
"accredited"  member  of  the  National 
Association  of  Pharmaceutical  Dis- 
tributors in  Britain  to  be  denied  wholesale 
terms  by  Glaxo  on  "ethical"  products. 
There  were  five  other  manufacturers  like 
Glaxo  who  were  willing  to  supply  their 
"non-ethicals"  but  not  their  "ethicals". 
He  believed  small  companies  played  just 
as  important  a  part  in  public  service  as 
larger  ones  such  as  Vestric. 

Disturbed  by  statements 

In  giving  Mr  Brooks  permission  to 
speak  for  two  minutes,  Mr  A.  E.  Bide, 
chairman,  Glaxo  Holdings  Ltd,  warned 
him  that  he  had  been  disturbed  at  certain 
alleged  statements  which  had  appeared  in 
the  press  recently  and  he  had  asked  the 
company's  lawyers  to  look  into  the 
reports.  After  Mr  Brooks  had  sat  down, 
Mr  Bide  said  "the  matter  will  be  dealt  with 
in  another  place". 

Afterthe  meetingMrBrookstoldC<£  D 
that  the  five  other  companies  refered  to 
were  Boehringer  Ingelheim  Pfizer  Ltd, 
Riker  3M,  Roche  Products  Ltd  and  Smith, 
Kline  &  French  Laboratories  Ltd.  The  lat- 
ter company  had  recognised  Sants  as 
wholesalers  up  to  last  April  when  they 
terminated  the  agreement. 

A  Press  statment  issued  by  Glaxo  said: 
"We  turn  down  many  applications  from 
companies  wishing  to  enjoy  wholesale 
terms  for  our  products.  This  is  simply  a 
matter  of  normal  commercial  judgment .  . 
We  do  agree  to  grant  terms  if  we  believe 
there  is  inadequate  cover  in  the  particular 
area  but  the  level  of  wholesaling  cover  for 
pharmaceuticals  in  most  areas  of  the  UK 
.is,  in  our  judgment,  adequate.  Vestric's 
plans  to  open  a  depot  in  Stoke  as  part  of  its 
national  wholesaling  network  were  made 
some  time  before  Sants'  depot  opened.  It 
is  Glaxo's  policy  to  treat  Vestric  on  the 
same  basis  as  any  other  local  distributor  in 
any  area.  The  reported  allegations  by 
Sants'  chairman  that  Glaxo  has  conspired 
with  other  pharmaceutical  manufacturers 
against  his  company  is  unfounded.  Indeed 
it  is  absolute  nonsense." 

Earlier  in  the  meeting  Mr  Bide  told 


Dr  J.  R.  Stoker  (see  Appoihtments) 


shareholders  that  the  acquisition  of  Mey 
Laboratories  lnc,  USA  (C  &  I 
November  19,  p798)  was  expected  to  1 
completed  in  February  1978. 

Smith  &  Nephew  ahead 
in  first  nine  months 

Sales  of  Smith  &  Nephew  Associat 
Companies  Ltd  in  the  40  weeks 
October  8  were  £129. 5m,  an  increase 
17.8  per  cent  over  the  £109. 9m  achievi 
in  the  same  period  of  1 976.  The  operati 
profit  was  up  29.8  per  cent  at  £14.1 
(£10. 8m  last  year),  and  the  pre-tax  pro 
rose  27.5  per  cent  to  £  1 1 .8m  from  £ 9 . 2 1 
The  group  profit  attributable  to  shar 
holders  was  £8m,  an  increase  of  24.4  p 
cent  over  last  year's  figure  of  £6. 4m. 

In  calculating  the  above  figures,  the  t 
charge  for  both  years  excludes  L 
deferred  tax  in  accordance  with  rece 
accounting  recommendations.  If  t 
charge  had  been  made  on  a  similar  basis 
the  1976  published  results,  the  group  pi 
fit  attributable  to  shareholders  woi 
have  been  £5. 7m,  an  increase  of  21  p 
cent  over  the  1976  figure  of  £4. 7m. 

Unilever  bid  for 
National  Starch 

The  board  of  National  Starch  and  Chei 
ical  Corporation  have  approved  a  tak 
over  offer  from  Unilever  amounting 
5485m.  The  transaction,  which  is  stated 
be  one  of  the  largest  takeovers  in  the  US 
by  a  European  group,  is  expected  to  ta 
90  days  to  complete. 

National  Starch  manufacture  adhesivl 
starches  and  other  chemical  products  il 
the  packaging,  paper,  foodstuffs,  cosml 
tics  and  textile  industries.  The  merger  wl 
increase  Unilever's  sales  in  Norl 
America  (currently  about  $  1,500m)  I 
some  23  per  cent,  and  will  raise  the  oper  I 
ing  profit  by  about  50  per  cent. 

New  subsidiary  for  WB 

As  part  of  their  current  expansion  pre! 
ramme,  Ward  Blenkinsop  &  Co  Ltd  ha  j 
formed  a  new  subsidiary.  Ward  Blej 
kinsop  Trading  Ltd. 

The  new  company  will  market  the  sml 
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range  of  chemicals  which  have  for  some 
years  been  marketed  by  the  parent  com- 
pany as  an  extension  of  their  wide  range  of 
pharmaceutical  chemicals,  intermediates 
and  industrial  additives,  manufactured  at 
Halebank,  Widnes.  Ward  Blenkinsop 
Trading  Ltd  will  operate  from  the  group 
head  office  at  Fulton  House,  Empire  Way, 
Wembley,  Middlesex  HA9  OLX  (tel: 
01-902  8686;  telex  21265). 

Briefly 

Farillon  Ltd:  The  telephone  number  of 
the  premises  at  Bryant  Avenue.  Romford, 
has  been  changed  to  Ingrebourne  7 1  1  36. 
Contrapac  Ltd  are  to  trade  under  the 
name  Klockner  Pentapack  Ltd  from 
January  1,  1978,  to  reflect  the  company's 
close  ties  with  their  European  associates. 
The  Klockner  Pentapack  group  is  claimed 
to  be  the  largest  contract  packaging  com- 
pany in  Euope. 

The  Innoxa  group  including  Dorothy 
Gray,  Kerodex,  Leichner  and  Innoxa  will 
be  moving  to  62  Brompton  Road, 
Knightsbridge,  London  SW3  1BW.  on 
January  3,  1978. 

Imperial  Chemical  Industries  Ltd  are  to 

build  a  plant  at  Runcorn  to  produce 
200, 000  tonnes  a  year  of  chloromethanes, 
which  are  raw  materials  tor  phar- 
maceuticals, plastics,  etc.  It  will  cost  about 
£30m  and  is  expected  to  be  on  stream  in 
two  or  three  years'  time. 

Appointments 

Alcon  Laboratories  (UK)  Ltd:  Mr  James 
Munro,  MPS,  has  been  appointed  general 
manager.  He  had  been  marketing  director 
of  William  R.  Warner  and  Co  Ltd. 
Astra  Chemicals  Ltd:  Mr  Nils  Wahrolen 
has  been  appointed  managing  director. 
He  was  previously  managing  director  of 
Astra,  Australia.  Mr  S\en  Hogberg,  for- 
merly managing  director,  has  been 
appointed  regional  director  to  Astra, 
Spain  and  Portugal. 

Raimes,  Clark  &  Co  Ltd:  Mr  Terence 
Cammack  has  been  appointed  chief 
executive.  He  was  previously  chairman 
and  managing  director  ot  J.  H.  Haywood 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  and  director  of 
Barclay  &  Sons  before  leaving  to  expand 
his  business  interests  in  the  middle-east. 
Sterling- Winthrop  Group:  Dr  James  R. 
Stoker,  PhD,  MPS,  MSc,  FRIC,  has  been 
appointed  chief  executive  of  the  Izal  pro- 
duction division  at  Chapeltown  near  Shef- 
field. He  was  previously  director  of  phar- 
maceutical research  at  the  research  and 
development  division  at  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne  (see  opposite). 
Eaton  Laboratories:  Mr  Alan  Potter  has 
been  appointed  regional  manager  for  west 
idlands,  Wales  and  the  south-west,  and 
Mrs  Patricia  Crotty  BA,  has  been 
ippointed  to  the  new  position  of  mar- 
keting and  promotion  analyst.  Mr  Potter 
oined  the  company  as  a  medical  rep- 
esentative  for  Oxfordshire  when  it  was 
ormed  in  1972.  Mrs  Crotty  was  formerly 
i  senior  scientific  officer  on  a  hearing 
esearch  project  sponsored  by  the  Medical 
Research  Council. 


A  million  coupons  through 
Coupex— a  new  record 


A  million  money-off  coupons  with  an 
average  face  value  of  5. 7p  were  redeemed 
through  the  Coupex  department  of  the 
National  Pharmaceutical  Association  dur- 
ing 1976 — a  new  record.  On  average,  over 
£1,000  each  week  was  paid  to  members, 
often  by  return  of  post,  according  to  the 
NPA  annual  report  released  this  week. 

The  report  warns  members  to  exercise 
caution  when  giving  credit  and  to  accept 
cheques  only  when  supported  by  cheque 
cards.  Members  are  reminded  that  cheque 
card  serial  numbers  must  be  written  on  the 
back  ot  cheques  by  members'  staff.  For 
pharmacy  purchase  loans,  provision  of  a 
sufficiently  large  down-payment  was 
becoming  an  increasingly  major  stumbling 
block,  the  report  says.  It  appeared  to  be  a 
quirk  of  human  nature  that  prospective 
purchasers  seemed  willing  to  undertake 
repayments  which  entailed  lengthy 
periods  of  frugal  living  yet  were  unwilling 
to  "tighten  their  belts"  to  secure  as  much 
as  possible  before  embarking  on  a  pur- 
chase. It  was  important  for  the  size  of 
loans  not  to  exceed  certain  limits  in  order 
to  provide  sufficient  income  after  allowing 
for  repayments.  Members  are  also 
reminded  of  the  continuing  need  for  four 
weeks  employment  periods  for  Australian 
and  New  Zealand  pharmacists  to  register. 

The  chairman,  Mr  Donald  Royce,  says 
in  the  report,  that  the  year  had  been  a 
difficult  one.  Fears  were  expressed  regard- 
ing  control  of  the  organ- 
isation— membership  included  multiples 
as  well  as  single  proprietors.  However,  the 
board  of  management  showed  such  fears 
to  be  groundless. 

The  NPA  is  offering  1 1  days  (9  nights) 
on  a  Thailand  holiday  for  £379.  The  trip 
from  May  1  to  12  includes  five  days  in 
Bangkok  and  four  days  at  Pattaya  beach 
resort.  Some  but  not  all  meals  are  included 
in  the  price.  Details  and  bookings  from 
Perrins  Marketing  Services  (NPA  tours), 
Moreton-in-Marsh.  Gloucestershire. 

NPA  on  photographic  group 

The  National  Pharmaceutical  Assiciation 
is  one  of  eight  organisations,  representing 
all  sectors  of  the  British  photographic 
industry,  that  have  agreed  in  principle  to 
co-operate  in  forming  a  "Confederation 
of  Photographic  Industries".  Rep- 
resentatves  agreed,  at  a  meeting  last  week 
called  by  the  British  Photographic  Associ- 
ation, that  pressures  of  modern  UK  and 
EEC  legislation  often  required  a  firm 
response  on  behalf  of  all  those  com- 
mercially involved  in  photography  in  this 


country.  The  new  organisation  would  also 
provide  channels  of  communication  bet- 
ween different  parts  of  the  industry.  The 
NPA  representative  is  to  be  Mr  T.  P. 
Astill,   NPA   deputy  secretary. 

Disappointing  numbers  at 
ag  and  vet'  meetings 

Attendances  at  meetings  were  often  dis- 
appointing, the  agricultural  and  vet- 
erinary pharmacists  group  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  was  told  by  its  sec- 
retary, Mr  W.  B.  Rhodes,  at  the  annual 
meeting  last  week. 

Mr  Rhodes,  presenting  his  annual 
report,  said  that  although  large  atten- 
dances were  not  expected  because  mem- 
bers were  mainly  in  retail  practice  and  had 
the  problem  of  finding  locums.  numbers 
were  often  disappointing.  The  group  now 
had  388  members — a  net  gain  of  30  after 
the  withdrawal  of  some  members  who 
were  no  longer  actively  engaged  in 
agricultural  and  veterinary  matters. 

Prior  to  the  annual  meeting,  Mr  W.  T. 
Barker  and  Mr  D.  E.  Rose,  from  MAFF, 
spoke  on  "Distribution  of  animal 
medicines  under  Part  III  of  the  Medicines 
Act".  Mr  Barker  outlined  the  control  of 
animal  medicines  sales  to  date  and  Mr 
Rose  the  Regulations  about  to  be  made. 
Asked  if  there  was  to  be  a  transitional 
period  for  disposal  ot  products  moving 
from  free  sale  to  prescription-only  when 
the  Act  became  effective  on  February  1. 
1978,  Mr  Rose  said  such  a  period  had  not 
been  thought  appropriate. 

Letters 

Recognising  medicines 

The  implications  ot  Xrayser's  piece 
(November  26.  p81 1  ).  alarm  me.  In  jus- 
tifying his  view  that  clear  containers 
should  be  used  tor  medicines  he  says 
"possible  confusion  arises  from  the  use  of 
amber  bottles  .  .  .  The  same  problem 
affects  the  pharmacist  in  checking  pre- 
scriptions". Observing  the  physical 
appearance  of  a  medicine  is  no  way  to 
identify  it:  the  elderly,  no  less  than  every- 
one else  involved  in  handling  drugs, 
should  read  the  label.  The  pharmacist 
checking  someone  else's  work  should  see 
the  container  from  which  the  product  has 
been  dispensed  and  not  rely  on  physical 
appearance  to  assure  him  that  all  is  well. 

E.  Ft.  Tallett 
Area  Pharmaceutical  Officer 
Lanes  Area  Health  Authority 
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American  botanicals  firm 

London,  December  14:  Despite  the  weak 
US  dollar  most  botanicals  of  American 
origin  have  been  creeping  up  in  price 
week  by  week  and  in  the  past  few  days 
that  trend  seems  to  have  gathered 
momentum.  Cascara  firmed  up  by  £10 
metric  ton  and  cherry  bark  by  £20.  Also 
dearer  were  witchhazel  leaves,  hydrastis 
gentian  root  and  aloes.  In  balsams,  peru 
was  easier  but  tolu  was  up  by  5p  a  kg. 
Chinese  menthol  is  currently  quoted  well 
under  Brazilian  material. 

Among  essential  oils  Chinese  anise 
and  eucalyptus  and  Cochin  lemongrass 
were  firmer  on  the  spot.  Lower  were  Cey- 
ion  citronella  and  Brazilian  peppermint. 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Acetarsol:  £12.12  kg  in  50-kg  lots. 
Acetic  acid:  4-ton  lots,  per  metric  ton  delivered — 
glacial  BPC  £274,  99.5  per  cent  £261.50;  80 
per  cent  grade,  pure  £240.50,  technical  £224.50 
Ammonium  acetate:  BPC  1949  crystals  £0.7378  kg 
in  50-kg  lots;  strong  solution  BPC  1953  £0.243  kg 
in  200-kg  lots. 

Ammonium  bicarbonate:  BPC  £160  70  metric  ton. 
ex-works,  in  50-kg  bags. 

Ammonium  chloride:  Pure  in  50-kg  lots  £0.2344 
kg  for  powder. 

Ammonium  tartrate:  Commercial  £1.56  kg  in  50- 
kg  lots. 

Benzoic  acid:  BP  in  500-kg  lots,  £0.721  kg. 
Benzocaine:  BP  in  50-kg  lots,  £4.49  kg. 
Borax:  EP  grades,  2-4  ton  lots  per  metric  ton  in 
paper    bags,     delivered — granular    £199;  powder 
£217;  extra  line  powder  £227. 

Boric  acid:  EP  grades  per  metric  ton  in  2-4  ton 
lots  for  British  material — granular  £255;  crystals 
1342,  powder  £277. 

Calcium  lactate:  100-kg  lots  £1.25  kg. 
Ergometrine:    (50-g    lots   per  g)    maleate  £7.05; 
tartrate  £4.65. 

Glucose:   (Per  metric  ton  in   10-ton  lots) — mono- 
hydrate  £195;   anhydrous  £445;   liquid  43°  Baume 
1200  (5-drum  lots);  naked  14-tons  £160  ton. 
Glycerin:  In  250-kg  returnable  drums  £613  metric 
ton  in  5-ton  lots. 

Lactic  acid:  BP  88/90%  £1.70  kg  in  70-kg  drum. 
Lignocaine:  (25-kg)  base  £11.07  kg;  hydrochloride 
£11.17. 

Lobeline:  Hydrochloride  BPC  and  sulphate  £1.30 
Physostigmine:  Salicylate  £1  per  g;  sulphate  £1.28 
in  100-g  lots. 

Petroleum  jelly:  BP  soft  white  £356.60  metric  ton 
delivered  UK;  yellow  BP  £338.55. 
Phenylephrine  hydrochloride:  From  £80  kg  accord- 
ing to  quantity. 

Pholcodine:  1-kg  £452  to  £543  as  to  maker;  60-kg 
lots  £493.  Subject  to  Misuse  of  Drugs  Regulations. 
Pilocarpine:    Hydrochloride    £328    per    kg;  nitrate 

£308. 

Reserpine:  100-g  lots  £0.22g. 

Sorbitol:  Powder  £500  metric  ton;  syrup  £250. 

rale:    BPC    sterilised    £474    metric    ton    in  50-kg 

lots;   £272   for   1,000-kg  lots. 

Theophylline:  Anhydrous  and  hydrate  £5.03  kg  in 
100-kg  lots  delivered;  ethylenediamine  £5.18  kg  in 
100-kg. 


Crude  drugs 


Aloes:  Cape  £1,150  ton  spot;  £1,080,  cif. 
Curacao   £2,200,    cif  nominal. 

Balsams:    (kg)    Canada:   steady   at  £11.30  spot; 
£11.20    cif.    Copaiba:    £2   spot;    £1.90   cif.  Peru: 
£6.10  spot;  £5.98,  cif.  Tolu:  £4.35  spot. 
Benzoin:  Block  £102  cwt  spot;  £101,  cif. 
Buchu:  Rounds  £2.05  kg  spot;  £1.95,  cif. 
Cardamom:  Alleppy  green  £8  kg.  cif. 
Cascara:  £1.000  metric  ton  spot;  £990,  cif. 
Cherry  bark:  spot  £1,020  metric  ton;  £980  cif  new. 
Cinnamon:  (cif)  Seychelles  bark  £430  metric  ton, 
Ceylon   quills   4   o's  £0.81    lb;   featherings  £335 
metric  ton. 

Cloves:  Madagascar  or  Comores  £3,750  metric 
ton,  cif. 

Gentian:  Root  £1.45  kg  spot;  £1.40  cif. 

Ginger:  Cochin  new  crop  £1,050  metric  ton,  cif 

(Jan/Feb),    Jamaican    withdrawn:    Nigerian  split 

£1,200  spot;   peeled  £1,400  spot. 

Hydrastis:   (kg)  £10.25  spot;  £10.15,  cif. 


Kola  nuts:  £430  metric  ton,  cif,  nominal. 

Menthol:    (kg)    Brazilian    £9.30    spot;    £9.20  cif. 

Chinese  £8.75  in  bond;  £9,  cif. 

Pepper:  (ton)  Lampong  black  £1,400  spot;  £1,280 

cif.  White  £1,900  spot;  £1,780  cif. 

Pimento:  Jamaican  £1,100  metric  ton,  cif. 

Seeds:   (metric  ton,   cif)  Anise:  China  star  £8.40 

nominal.    Caraway:    Dutch    £900).    Celery:  Indian 

£750  Coriander:  Moroccan  £680  (Dec-Jan);  Indian 

£560    Cumin:    Egyptian    £1,030;    Turkish  £1,040 

Iranian  £1,100  Dill:  £180.  Maw:  £550. 

Turmeric:   Madras  finger  £700  ton,   cif;  new-crop 

£550  cif. 

Witchhazel  leaves:  Spot  £2.80  kg;  £2.70,  cif. 

Essential  oils 

Anise:   (kg)  Spot  £14.50;  shipment  £14.50,  cif. 

Bois  de  rose:  Spot  £7.25  kg;  shipment  £7,  kg. 

Buchu:  South  African  £140  per  kg  spot;  Enqhsh 

distilled  £160. 

Cade:  Spanish  £1.05  kg. 

Camphor  white:  £0  85  kg  spot;  £0.90  cif. 

Caraway:  Imported  £22  kg  spot. 

Cardamom,  English-distilled  £375  kg. 

Cassia:  Shipment  £55.50  kg,  cif.,  nominal,  English 

distilled  from  bark  £120  kg. 

Cedarwood:  Chinese  £1.20  kg  nominal  spot;  £1.35 
cif. 

Celery:  English  distilled  £58-£60  kg. 

Coriander:  Russian  about  £20  kg. 

Citronella:    Ceylon    £1.28    kg    spot;    £1  22     cif  ; 

Chinese  £2.20  spot;  and  cif. 

Clove:  Madagascar  leaf,   £2.20  kg  spot;   and  cif 

English-distilled  £48-£50  nominal. 

Eucalyptus:  Chinese  £2.10  kg  spot;  £2.25,  cif. 

Fennel:  Spanish  sweet  £9  kg  spo*. 

Geranium:    (kg.    cif)    Bourbon    £38.70.  Chinese 

£26.35. 

Ginger:  £85-£88  kg  spot. 

Lavender  spike:  £12.50  kg  cif. 

Lemon:  Sicilian  best  grades  about  £13.50  kg. 

Lemongrass:   Cochin   £5.40   kg   spot;   £5,  cif. 

Lime:  West  Indian  £10  50  kg  spot. 

Mandarin:  £28  kg  spot  nominal 

Palmarosa:  No  spot  offers;  £7.40  kg.  cif  nominal 

Patchouli:    Chinese    £12   kg    spot;    shipment  not 

offering 

Pennyroyal:  £11  per  kg  spot. 

Pepper:  English-distilled  ex-black  £160  kg 

Peppermint:    (kg)   Arvensis — Brazilian  £4.75  spot; 

Shipment  £4.50.  cif.  Chinese  £4.75  spot  and  cif 

Piperata,   American   Far-West  from  £25,  cif. 

Petitgrain:  £5.75  kg  spot;  £5.65,  cif. 

Orange:     Florida    £0.65    kg;     Brazilian  £0.45. 

Origanum:  Spanish  £14.50  kg  spot  for  70  per  cent. 

Rosemary:  £5.75  kg  spot. 

Sandalwood:  Mysore  or  East  Indian  £60  kg  spot. 

The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers 
or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  and  do  not 
include  value  added  tax.  They  represent  the  last 
quoted  or  accepted  prices  as  we  go  to  press. 


Westminster  Report 

Disposable  syringes 

Asked  by  Mr  Robert  Adley  if  disposable 
syringes  for  registered  diabetics  will  be 
made  available  on  the  National  Health 
Service,  Mr  Roland  Moyle,  Minister  of 
Health,  said:  "I  do  not  think  we  would  be 
justified  in  diverting  the  necessary  expen- 
diture from  other  NH  priorities.  Where 
disposable  syringes  are  essential  for  a 
diabetic  patient  on  medical  grounds  they 
can  be  supplied  through  hospitals." 

Family  planning  patients 

In  written  answers,  the  Minister  for 
Health,  Mr  Roland  Moyle,  told  the  Com- 
mons that  the  number  of  patients  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales  for  whom  payments  were 
due  to  general  medical  practitioners  for 
fitting  intra-uterine  devices  in  the  last 
quarter  of  1976  was  55,000  (14,000  in  the 
last  quarter  of  1975).  The  figures  for  the 
provision  of  other  contraceptive  services 
were  1,946,000  in  the  last  quarter  of  1976 
(1,211,000). 

The  number  of  patients  attendances  at 
NHS  family  planning  clinics  in  England 
and  Wales  in  1976  was  3,806,900 
(3,797,400  in  1975),  and  the  number  of 
individual  patients  was  1,541,700 
(1,499,100). 


Graduates  advised  to  take 
long  term  view  of  career 

Graduates  should  not  be  deterred  fr 
entering  the  pharmaceutical  indu 
because  of  initial  low  income  lev 
believes  Mr  M.  F.  Walsh,  presid 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 

Speaking  at  the  College  of  Pharmac 
Conferring  Ceremony  in  Dublin 
week,  Mr  Walsh  said  a  long  term  vi 
should  be  taken.  Initiative  and  co 
mitment  would  be  rewarded  but  nobc 
could  expect  a  diploma  or  degree 
guarantee  by  itself  a  secure  and  reward] 
career.  The  primary  degree  was  mer 
the  first  stage  in  a  life-long  education, 
reach  the  highest  levels  of  achievem( 
further  study  was  essential,  he  said. 
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Postgraduate  education 

Turning  to  continuing  education  I 
Walsh  said  pharmacists  could  keep  up 
date  by  reading  professional  journals  ai 
by  studying  data  sheets  and  other  sourc 
of  information.  But  above  all,  regit 
attendance  at  formal  postgraduate 
refresher  courses  was  imperative  to  kei 
abreast  of  current  developments  ai 
therefore  discharge  professional  duti 
adequately.  He  referred  to  the  societ) 
disappointment  at  the  relatively  lo 
response  to  postgraduate  courses  (C  &L 
November  19,  p787).  As  a  last  resort 
might  be  necessary  to  employ  more  drast 
methods  of  ensuring  that  every  pha 
macist  regularly  updated  his  knowledgi 
drug  use,  he  said. 

On  hospital  pharmacists,  he  said  a 
increasing  number  of  graduates  were  fine 
ing  employment  as  Health  Board  pha 
macists  and  in  the  hospital  service.  A  joii 
working  group  was  examining  the  role  an 
responsibility  of  the  hospital  pharmaci 
and  a  new  grading  structure  in  Irelani 
The  Society  was  anxious  to  formalis 
arrangements  for  the  preregistratio 
training  of  an  agreed  number  of  graduate 
in  hospital.  The  Minister  of  Health  hi 
given  approval  to  Health  Boards  and  vol 
untary  hospitals  to  grant  special  leave  wit 
expenses  for  pharmacists  attending  cei 
tain  post-graduate  courses  demonstratin 
pharmaceutical  services,  Mr  Walsh  saic 
He  also  reminded  pharmacists  employe 
by  non-pharmacists  that  Council  expecte 
them  to  uphold  the  highest  standards  at  al 
times  and  would  extend  whatever  suppor 
was  necessary  should  managers  be  pres 
sured  to  adopt  a  more  commercia 
approach  (C  &  D,  last  week,  p868). 

Mr  Walsh  then  spoke  of  the  part  phar 
macists  had  played  in  promoting  tht 
health  of  the  nation,  in  particular,  the  rok 
of  pharmacists  on  bodies  such  as  the 
National  Health  Council,  the  Nationa 
Drugs  Advisory  Board,  the  Regiona 
Health  Boards  and  local  health  advison 
committees.  He  said  a  void  existed  in  drug 
education  and  to  fill  it  he  planned  a  drug 
education  programme. 
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rhe  touch  of  REAL  Beauty 


shades  of  Ivory,  Natural,  Ochre,  Peach, 
ngold,  Apricot,  Rachel 
\J  Recommended  Retail  Prices: 
JBES  No.  2  32p  each  (Trade  £2.66  doz.) 
JBES  No.  3  38p  each  (Trade  £2.88  doz.) 
ASTIC  JARS  62  p  each  (Trade  £5.13  doz.) 


Veloutu 

POWDER    CREAM  V^T 


A  complete 
modern  beauty 
treatment 


he  ALL-IN-ONE  Make  up. 


From  your  usual 
wholesaler  or 
direct  from 
DIXOR  LTD., 
Blenheim  Road, 
Longmead  Industrial  Estate,  Epsom,  Surrey  KT19  9AH. 


Our  address  for  Box  No. 
replies  is: 

Chemist  &  Druggist 

25  New  Street  Square 

London,  EC4A  3JA      Tel:  01-353  3212 


RIDDOBRON  ... 

for  asthma — the  effective  INHALANT  which 
can  be  used  with  confidence;  also  a  complete 
range  of  other  ASTHMA  PRODUCTS. 
RIDDELL  INHALERS  now  available  under 
the  N.H.S.  include  the  Pocket  Riddopag, 
Riddostat,  Dritax,  Riddofan,  Riddocillin, 
Asthmator,  Riddell  Minor  and  Riddohaler. 
RIDDELL  PRODUCTS  LIMITED 


RIDDELL  HOUSE. 
10/14  DUNBRIDGE  STREET 
LONDON  E2  6JB. 
Telephone:  01-739  7254/5/6. 


BEAUVAIS  PERFUME  ESSENCES 

Established  1939 

Over  30  of  the  highest  quality  essences  including 
exclusive  original  compounds,  true  to  flower  fragrances 
and  the  popular  sultry  scents  of  Musk,  Ambergris  and 
Patchouli.  From  1oz  supplied. 

For  Price  List  and  List  ot  Formulas,  send  to:  BEAUVAIS,  14  High 
Park  Road,  Richmond,  Surrey 

Name   

Address   


A.  NELSON  &  COMPANY  LIMITED 

73  DUKE  STREET,  LONDON,  W1M  6BY 

HOMOEOPATHIC  PHARMACY 
Tel:  01-629  3118  &  3119 
Telex:  268312  Wescom  G  Attn  Hahnemanelson 

Full  range  of  Medicines  and  Books  always  available. 
Answering  service  available  when  Pharmacy  is  closed. 


A  large  stock  of  medical  products 
are  just  hours  away  from  your 
pharmacy,  when  you  use  the 
Barclays  service.  Your  telephone 
order  will  be  dealt  with  quickly  by 
experienced  staff  and  delivered  by 
one  of  the  230  vehicles  in  our  national 
transport  fleet.  Why  not  ring  your  next 
order  to  the  local  Barclays  branch  - 
it  will  make  all  the  difference. 


Barnsley  0226  6055  Belfast  0231  65155  Birmingham  021  472  7171  Blackpool  0253  23961  Bolton  0204  73441  Brighton  0273  62251 
Cardiff  0222  564841  Coventry  0203  462832  Croydon  01  688  5116  Darlington  0325  61491  Eckington,  Sheffield  024  683  2175 
Edmonton,  London  N18  01  803  4801  Grimsby  0472  58111  Horsforth,  Leeds  0532  589311  Leicester  0533  881354 
Leslie,  Fife  0592  743255  Liverpool  051  922  2732  Newport,  Gwent  0633  73391  Northampton  0604  31615  Nottingham  0602  862581 
Portchester,  Hants  07018  81124  Port  Dinorwic,  Gwynedd  0248  670401  Queensferry,  Clwyd  0244  812887 
South  Shields  0632  552473  Stoke  on  Trent  0782  659451  Swansea  0792  34831  Wednesbury  021  556  4471  York  0904  27451 


Barclays 


the  national  company  with  the  local  service 
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lassifjed 
rtisements 


Post  to  Classified  Advertisements,  Chemist  &  Druggist, 
25  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A  3JA 

Telephone  01-353  3212 
Publication  date  Every  Saturday 


Display/Semi  Display  £5.00  per  srngle  column 
centimetre,  min  25mm.  Column  width  42mm. 

Whole  Page  £350  (254mm  x  178mm). 

Half  Page  £200  (125mm  x  178mm). 

Quarter  Page  £110  (125mm  <  86mm). 

Lineage  £1.00  per  line,  minimum  5  lines  @  £5.00. 

Box  numbers  £0.50  extra. 

Series  Discounts  5%  on  3  incertions  or  over.  1 0%  on  I 
insertions  or  over.  15%  on  13  insertions  or  over. 


Appointments 


Shopfitting 


CHIEF  PHARMACIST 

ROYAL  HOSPITAL  &  HOME  FOR  INCURABLES 
PUTNEY  &  BRIGHTON 

The  Board  of  Management  of  this  old  established  voluntary  hospital  caring 
for  265  severely  disabled  patients,  mainly  in  the  younger  disabled  category, 
require  a  full  time  CHIEF  PHARMACIST  to  take  full  charge  of  a  busy 
department  under  the  direction  of  the  sessionally  employed  General  Prac- 
titioners now  caring  for  the  patients,  5  day  week,  no  Saturdays 
Fully  equipped  modern  pharmacy.  A  second  Pharmacist,  Pharmacy 
Technician  and  Clerk  also  employed. 

Recent  experience  of  all  aspects  of  hospital  Pharmacy  and  retail  experience 
is  ssssntisl 

Commencing  salary,  inclusive  of  London  Weighting  in  the  range  of  £5,31 1  to 
£6,571 .  Pension  scheme  interchangeable  with  NHS.  Free  life  assurance. 
Applications  with  CV  and  names  of  two  referees  to  Dr.  Maureen  Tudor, 
RHHI,  West  Hill,  Putney  SW1 5  3SW  from  whom  further  particulars  can 
be  obtained. 


Trademarks 


The  trade  marks  included  in  the  schedule  below  were  assigned  on 
1  August  1977  from  Kleenaroll  Limited  of  13a,  Church  Lane, 
Finchley,  London,  N2  to  Exterma-Germ  Products  Limited  of  No.  2 
and  3,  Draycott  Place,  London,  SW3  2SE 

WITHOUT  THE  GOODWILL  OF  THE  BUSINESS  IN  WHICH 
THEY  WERE  THEN  IN  USE 


Mark      No.  Class 

WIPEX    1015594  16 


WIPEX    1015595  21 


Goods 

Cleaning  pads  made  from  laminates  of  paper 
and  non-woven  rayon  fabrics,  all  included  in 
Class  16  and  being  for  wiping  purposes  and 
packed  in  boxes  of  50  pads 

Cleaning  materials  included  in  Class  21  in  the 
form  of  pads  made  from  laminates  of  paper 
with  non-woven  rayon  fabrics,  all  being  for 
wiping  purposes  and  packed  in  boxes  of  50 
pads 


CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISEMENTS 

Situations  Vacant? 
Hospital  Appointments? 
Trade  Services? 
Business  Opportunities? 
Wanted? 
For  Sale? 

A  classified  advertisement  in  Chemist  &  Druggist  gets 
results. 

Put  it  to  the  test  by  posting  us  your  next  ad.  or  by 
telephoning  us  on:  01-353  3212. 


Please  mention  C&D  when  replying 
to  advertisements 


"1 


SALES-PURCHASING  position  botan- 
icals company  Background  botanicals 
or  chemicals.  Self-starter,  adminis- 
trative experience  Knowledge  of 
importing,  ability  work  with  others  and 
numbers.  Keep  within  budget.  Herbs, 
spices,  gums,  colloids,  shellac  glaze, 
and  extracts  Relocate  West  Coast  of 
United  States  Box  No  2503. 


SUPER  SHELVING  SYSTEM  WILL 
INCREASE  YOUR  TOILETRY  SALES 
BY  HUNDREDS  of  pounds  Send  for 
colour  illustration  or  ask  us  to  call  for 
instant  quote.  Glass  display  counters 
with  lighting,  island  sites  and  show- 
cases Early  delivery  direct  from  mak- 
ers THIRSK  SHOPFITTINGS,  741- 
743  Garrett  Lane,  London  SW1 7  OPD. 
Tel:  01-946  2291. 


Wanted 


WANTED  URGENTLY.  Old  Mahogany 
chemist  shop  fittings  We  remove  and 
pay  cash  John  Derham  Ltd  ,  Earsham 
Hall,  Earsham,  Bungay.  Suffolk  NR35 
2AN  Tel  Bungay  3423. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  ANTIQUES. 

Drug  runs,  shop  interiors,  bottles,  etc., 
urgently  wanted.  Kindly  contact  Robin 
Wheeler  Antiques,  Parklands,  Park 
Road,  Ashtead,  Surrey.  Telephone: 
Ashtead  72319 


A.  &  H.  OTTER  LTD. 

(established  1920) 

Largest  cash  stock  buyers  in  the 
trade  for  manufacturers'  clearing 
lines,  and  retailers'  stocks. 
8  Northburgh  Street,  London 


EC1V  0BA. 
Telegrams: 
E.C.1. 


Tel:  01-253  1184/5. 
"Salvall",  London, 


For  Sale 


ONE-SIZE  TIGHTS  from  C1.80  doz. 
plus  VAT  Mm.  order  6  doz  overall 
CWO  Carriage  free.  Full  range  Price 
List  Edward  Kaye  Ltd.  3  South 
Place.  London  EC2 


Miscellaneous 


QUALITY 
HERBS 
AND  SPICES 

CULINARY  AND  MEDICINAL 

S.A.E.  for  Price  Lists 
Bulk  Orders  Welcomed 

HULME  &  WHITE  LTD. 

1,  Fore  Street,  Torpoint,  Cornwall 
Tel.  813227 


"FASHION  JEWELLERY" 
Jodez  (Manchester)  Ltd., 
34  Shudehill,  Manchester  M4  1 EY 
Tel:  061-832  6564. 

Largest  and  most  exclusive  range 
of  direct  and  imported  continental 
lewellery 


Our  address 
for  Box  No. 
replies  is: 

Chemist  &  Druggist 
25  New  Street  Square 
London,  EC4A  3JA 
Tel:  01-353  3212 


Tolley's 

Tax  Tables  1976/77 


Published  within  days  of  the 
chancellor's  budget  speech, 
these  detailed  tables  cover 
all  main  rates  of  income  tax, 
corporation  tax  and  V.A.T. 
and  include  a  summary  of 
the  budget  proposals. 


Price  90p. 


Typesetting  and  grapmcs  bv  Tottenham  Typesetters  Ltd..  London  N.1 5.  Printed  by  Riverside  Press  Ltd  ,  Whistable.  Kent.  Published  by  BENN  PUBLICATIONS  LTD.,  25  New  Street  Square,  London 

EC4A  3JA.  Registered  at  the  Post  Office  as  a  Newspaper  8/12/16S. 


December  1977 


Chemist  &  Druggist  895 


these  doors 
can  open  for 
your  medical 

deliveries 
10,000  times 
daily 


A  large  stock  of  medical  products  are  just 
hours  away  from  your  pharmacy,  when  you  use 
the  Barclays  service.  Your  telephone  order 
will  be  dealt  with  quickly  by  experienced  staff 
and  delivered  by  one  of  the  230  vehicles  in  our 
national  transport  fleet.  Why  not  ring  your 
next  order  to  the  local  Barclays  branch  - 
it  will  make  all  the  difference. 


Barnsley  0226  6055  Belfast  0231  65155  Birmingham  021  472  7171  Blackpool  0253  23961  Bolton  0204  73441  Brighton  0273  62251 
Cardiff  0222  564841  Coventry  0203  462832  Croydon  01  688  5116  Darlington  0325  61491  Eckington,  Sheffield  024  683  2175 
Edmonton,  London  N18  01  803  4801  Grimsby  0472  58111  Horsforth,  Leeds  0532  589311  Leicester  0533  881354 
Leslie,  Fife  0592  743255  Liverpool  051  922  2732  Newport,  Gwent  0633  73391  Northampton  0604  31615  Nottingham  0602  862581 
Portchester,  Hants  07018  81 124  Port  Dinorwic,  Gwynedd  0248  670401  Queensferry,  Clwyd  0244  812887 
South  Shields  0632  552473  Stoke  on  Trent  0782  659451  Swansea  0792  34831  Wednesbury  021  556  4471  York  0904  27451 


Barclays 


the  national  company  with  the  local  service 


CHANGEOFA225E^ 

ThelNNOXA  GROUP  « 

onTuesday,  January  3rd,  197» 

62BromptonRoad, 

KniqMsbridge, 
London.  SW31BW. 

01-581-3H1 
01-581 3350 


NEWBALL  &  MASON  LTD. 

Established  in  1850 

SPICES  AND  CULINARY  HERBS  IN  EVERY  VARIETY 
FLAVOURING  ESSENCES  AND  FOOD  COLOURS 

The  Famous 

EXTRACT  OF  HERBS.  LEMONINE.  GINQER, 
SARSAPARILLA.  DANDELION  &  BURDOCK 
FOR  HERB  BEERS  ON  BONUS  TERMS 

Attractively  packed  with  pharmacy  in  mind,  and  also 
available  in  bulk 

Detailed  price  list  from 
Dormeton  Trading  Estate,  Burton  Road,  Dudley, 
West  Midlands,  DY1  2BR.   Tel.  No.  Sedgley  2537 


Absolute 
Alcohol 

Synthetic  quality  available  to  British  and  all  well  known 

International  Specifications  and  Pharmacopoeias. 
Also  meets  requirements  of  specifications  being  drawn 
up  for  Food  (i  rade  Fthanol  by  E.E.C. 


James  Burrough  Limited 

Fine  Alcohols  Division  60  Montford  Place  London  SE11 

Tel:  01-735  8131 


INOXA  •  DOROTHY  GRAY  •  LEICHNER  •  WHITE  HORSE  •  KERODEX 
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When  «^ 
you  need  -# 

tablets  and  capsules. 


we're  in  business 

sewarcl  phannMcaufc 

Charlwoods  Road.  East  Grinstead,  Sussex,  England  RH1  9  2HL 


A  member  of  the  Medical  Division  of  UAC  International 


Telephone  our  Sales  Department  on  East  Grinstead  (0342)  31 1  31 1 


